
Safe Use of iPads at Home 
 

 
Support for parents/guardians to understand safe and responsible use of digital technologies, potential issues and the 

strategies that they can implement at home to support their child can be found at: 

 

 Bullystoppers Parent Interactive Learning Modules 

(www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/parentmodules.aspx) 

 Parents Cybersafety guide (https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/parent-resources)   

To manage access at home, particularly if the device is shared within the family, we recommend setting up restrictions 

and parental controls. These can be performed: 

 On the device itself https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201304. 

 Through an iTunes account https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201659  

These control settings enable parents to set parameters for access to appropriate apps, music, videos and books. 

Age limits for many online services including iTunes is 13+.  For this reason, we recommend parents use their own 

iTunes account (or set up one in their name).  This ensures that all activity using this account will be emailed to 

parents and that children will be unable to make any future purchases from the iTunes store. 

The Australian Government provides classification for games and videos.  Advice to parents on this can be found at 

http://www.classification.gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Parents.aspx.  Parents can additionally search games and 

movies on this page to source their viewing rating to base their decisions on for home use. 

Music purchased through iTunes will be coded with ‘E’ if the song contains any explicit material in the lyrics.  Such 

music is not approved for student use. Additionally, apps purchased through iTunes will often have an age rating and 

rationale for this located in the ‘details/information’ section of the displayed app in the App Store. 

Please note that social media platforms such as Facebook have age restrictions of 13+.  Primary aged children are not 

equipped to appropriately use these network sites and we strongly recommend that they are discouraged at home. 

We encourage parents to monitor the use of the devices at home.  This includes: 

 Ensuring devices are used in a communal area of the home. 

 Talking to your children about what they are doing/using on their iPad. 

 Setting up parental controls to reduce the likelihood of inappropriate use. 

 Ensuring that all downloaded material complies with this policy. 

 Keep checking your child’s device and internet activity.   

 Work in partnership with the school and seek help if you are unsure of how to go about safely using devices at 

home with your children. 

Other resources and sites: 

Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner: 

 HTTPS://goo.gl/XquEi Q 

Setting internet restrictions at home: 

 http://www.ianswerguy.com/limit-internet-access-using-router-settings/ 

Filters and other restriction options at home: 

 Net Nanny 

 http://parental-software-review.toptenreviews.com/ 

 Mac. Http://goo.gl/mp1HBn 

 Windows http://goo.gl/aiwMk7 

 

‘Ask to Buy’ Through Family Sharing: 

 https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201089 
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