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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

News about our staff 

We have several staff who will be leaving our school at the end of the term. Ms Young has been 

at our school for a few years as a Schools Out carer as well as a very caring Year 1 teacher this 

year. Her family is moving to the other side of Melbourne and she will continue her teaching over 

there.  

 

As you know tomorrow is Rebecca Morgan’s last day. Thank you to the parent volunteers who 

have stepped up to assist in the canteen next term as we work out our plans for its running over 

the term. We thank Rebecca who will be assisting us with this process.  

 

Mrs Bowling will be taking some family leave from the start of next term to have her baby who is 

due in November. Mrs Bowling has been at Gisborne PS for nearly 10 years and we wish her all the 

best and look forward to meeting her new baby.  

 

Mr Armstead also has some exciting news. He is getting married on Saturday and we hope he has 

a wonderful wedding day.  

 
Disco 

We had a very successful disco last Thursday thanks to the organisation and supervision of PFA 

and other parents. We especially thank Candice and Jackie for their work and also to the 

teachers who assisted with supervision.  

 
Sports Excellence – Alice N 6A 

One of our Year 6 students, Alice N has been successful in being selected to try out for the state 

athletics team. Alice will be trying out for Long Jump, 100m and 200m.  

 

NAPLAN 

A couple of weeks ago our Year 3 and 5 students received their NAPLAN results for 2022. We are 

really pleased with our results. Despite low participation rates across the country we had over 95% 

of students participating in the tests which then gives us a more accurate overall depiction of how 

our school and students are progressing with their reading, writing, numeracy, spelling grammar 

and punctuation.  Please see my report in this newsletter.   

 

The passing of Queen Elizabeth II and our flags 

I would like to reassure the community that whilst we are aware there are flag protocols around 

certain events, we can only do our best to follow these with the staff resources we have on any 

day. The wellbeing, learning and supervision of our students will always be our first priority. On 

Friday morning, several of us were following up to ensure we were following protocol and finding 

the necessary equipment to make this happen amongst many other more urgent tasks. The DET 

sent through confirmation of their direction in the afternoon.  Whilst it was disappointing to see 

negative comments on the Gisborne Community Facebook page from some, it was also 

gratifying to see that most in our community recognise the complexities of a school environment 

and provided a balanced view in support of the school. I thank you for that.  

 

Enjoy the weekend. 

Julie Soutter 

 



 
MESSAGE FROM ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 

 

Planning for 2023 classes 

Next term, staff will start the process of working together to create 

classes for 2023. When creating classes, we consider many factors 

to ensure classes are balanced to allow for all students to work to 

the best of their ability in their learning environment.  

 

If you have any parental requests for your child/ren for 2023, please 

put it in writing and send it by email to me 

Lisa.Maxwell@education.vic.gov.au  by Friday October 21st. You must outline the 

educational reasons for your request and any other request will not be accepted. If you 

sent a request in last year, you still need to send a request in for 2023 to demonstrate it is 

still relevant.  

Teachers and leadership spend hours creating classes to ensure the best combinations for 

all students and we appreciate you putting trust in our staff when doing so.  
 

Change of daily schedule 

Over the last couple of terms we have been trialling all year levels following the same 

daily schedule and being in the yard together at the same time. After seeking feedback 

from students and staff and monitoring the yard during break times, we have decided to 

move to the same schedule for Term 4.  

The schedule will be: 

 

 
 

Hats - Term 4 

Term 4 is coming around very quickly and it’s time to get prepared for 

wearing hats in the yard. Over the next few weeks please find your hat, 

make sure it is clearly labelled and ready for the first day on October 3rd. 

 
 

Term break 

Thank you to our families and staff for another fantastic term of teaching, learning and 

personal growth. It has been lovely seeing the students walk in the gates each day ready 

for another day of learning and interacting with their peers. We hope you have a 

wonderful term break and we are looking forward to seeing you all for the final term of 

2022. 

 

Have a lovely term break.  

Lisa Maxwell  
 

 

mailto:Lisa.Maxwell@education.vic.gov.au


What is the purpose of NAPLAN?                 

 

We have two ways of nationally assessing our students. Every three years the OECD uses the 

Program for International Student Assessment to measure 15-year-olds’ ability in reading, maths 

and science from 79 countries. In 2018 it identified that in Australia 20% of 15-year-olds were 

illiterate and 40% were unable to read at a proficient standard. Those results were up from 12% 

in 2000. 

  

NAPLAN, our national assessment mirrors this. In 2019 one in five, Year 9 students couldn’t read 

well enough. How accurate are the tests? Most Year 3 and 5 teachers will tell you that the tests 

are highly accurate for about 95 % of our students. Students who struggle with their learning 

tend to get lower than their potential because they don’t have test strategy skills to complete 

the test to their ability level however, we do apply for them to receive extra support.  

 

What is the value of NAPLAN?  It’s very easy to get on the band wagon that denigrates the tests 

however, it’s the only way we can assess how our education system is working across Australia 

and be accountable for our teaching in schools. It’s an objective way of assessing if we are 

doing well rather than just teacher judgement which may vary across schools. This test tells us 

how students are doing compared with other students their age across the country as well as 

the item analysis which tells us how well we are teaching various aspects of the curriculum and 

where we can improve.   

  

Also in the news recently is the age-old argument about how we teach reading. This is often 

over simplified to a phonics vs balanced literacy focus (with no phonics). Here at GPS, we do 

both, as well as the other elements that support good reading. We teach lots of comprehension 

strategies as well as decoding skills, oral language and vocab skills and our results show it’s 

working.  
 

Successes 

Reading NAPLAN Summary 2022 for Year 3 and 5: Results are an improvement for our school 

with more in the top 2 bands and less in the bottom 2 bands than over the past 5 years. (69% Yr 

3 and 54% Yr 5). We are also above 2-11% above similar schools, network schools and the state.  

Exciting: Only 1-2% of students in the bottom 2 bands.  
 

Numeracy NAPLAN Summary 2022 for Years 3 and 5: Results are an improvement for our school 

with more in the top 2 bands and less in the bottom 2 bands than over the past 4-5 years.  

In Year 3 have 51% of students in the top two bands, and in Year 5 our 41% is 13-15% above 

similar schools, network schools and the state.  

Intervention: The 4% of students in the bottom 2 bands are receiving ES, Disability Inclusion or 

tutoring support.  

 
Areas for improvement:  

GPS and schools across the network are doing well in reading in Years 3 and 5 but writing is a 

common area for improvement in Year 5.   

 

Writing NAPLAN Summary 2022 for Years 3 and 5: Results are an improvement for our school with 

more in the top 2 bands and less in the bottom 2 bands than over the past 4-5 years. However, 

we are below similar schools and the state.  

Spelling Grammar and Punctuation whilst very good in Year 3, these are areas for improvement 

in Year 5. We have already provided strategies for teachers to improve their explicit teaching 

during writing sessions in spelling grammar and punctuation in the upper classes.   

 

Julie Soutter  

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/tutors-continue-supporting-students-our-schools




DIARY DATES 2022 
TERM 3 

 
SEPTEMBER 2022 

Friday 16th September 

• Parent Opinion Survey Closes 

• PFA’s afternoon tea—for students that 

completed  the   Premier’s Reading Challenge 

• Last Day of Term - Early 2.30pm Finish 

 
TERM 4 

 
OCTOBER 2022 

Monday 3rd October  

• First day of Term 4 
 

Tuesday 4th October 

• District Softball (Selected Students only) 

 
Monday 10th—Friday 14th October  

• Year 6 School Swimming Program  

 
Monday 17th—Friday 21st October  

• Year 5 School Swimming Program  

 
Monday 24th—Friday 28th October  

• Year 4 School Swimming Program  

 

PERMISSIONS AND PAYMENTS DUE 

ACTIVITY / DATE PERMISSI ON/COST 
DUE DATE 

FOR ONLINE PERMISSION 

District Softball 

 (Selected Students only)  

Online Permission and  

payment of $10 via Qkr 
Friday 16th September 

Year 6  

School Swimming Program 

Online Permission and  

Swim Ability Form 
Monday 3rd October 

Year 5 

School Swimming Program 

Online Permission and  

Swim Ability Form 
Monday 3rd October 

Year 4 

School Swimming Program 

Online Permission and  

Swim Ability Form 
Monday 3rd October 

Year 3 & Year 4 

Mental Maths Books 
$12.00 via Qkr Monday, 31st October 

Year 2 & Year 5  

Mathletics 
$12.00 via Qkr Monday, 31st October 

2023 Start Dates 
 

Term 1   Years 1 to 6 
*Tuesday 31st January* 

 

Term 1  Preps 
*Wednesday 1st February* 



2022 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey  
  

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS 

TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/

guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 

is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that 

is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’            

perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. 

We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school will use the 

survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and                

improvement strategies.  

 

This year, all families are invited to participate in the survey and were emailed 

details on Monday 15th August. If you haven’t received your email invitation, 

please contact the school office. Please also be aware that only ONE person 

per family is able to complete the survey. 

  

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from  

Monday 15th August to Friday16th September. 

  

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and 

can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on  

desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 

available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, 

Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali,    

Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

Results will be used to inform and direct our future school planning and        

improvement. 

 

Please contact the school office if you would like more information. 
  







District Hot Shots 
 

On Friday the 9th of September the Year 6 boys 

and girls went to the Gisborne tennis courts to 

compete in school Hot Shots tennis. Gisborne 

Primary School and 7 other schools competed to 

qualify for the next level of competition. Both 

our boys and girls teams played 5 rounds each 

and both qualified for the Grand Final. The 

boys team unfortunately lost in a countback 

after all games were played against Braemar, 

however the girls team won their Grand Final and are progressing through 

to the Division finals. It was a very enjoyable day for everyone and a great 

experience.  

 

By Cooper, Sienna and Roxy 

Hoop Time 
 

On Wednesday the 14th of September, the boys 

and girls basketball teams played Hooptime at 

Boardman Stadium in Sunbury.  The girls team 

won 1 game, lost 3 games and drew 1 game. They 

had an awesome time with Mr Rosewall 

coaching.  They just fell short and  ended up 

coming 4th out of 6 teams. The boys teams won 

their first 3 games and their semi final but they 

lost by 2 points in overtime in the grand final.  

Thanks to Mr Armstead for being an amazing coach and Mr G. for 

coming down to watch. Great job to everyone that participated. 

 

By Lenny, Cooper, Alana and Erin. 



We would like to say a massive thank you to those parents who 

have made a voluntary contribution to our library this year. As a 

result of this generosity we have been able to purchase mentor 

texts for our teachers to use in classrooms for a variety of purposes 

and curriculum areas. We are very appreciative of your support.  
 



Literacy 
This week Gisborne PS were lucky enough to have author Nathan Luff conduct writing 

workshops for some of our extension writers.  

Twenty one of our Year 1 and Year 2 students worked with Nathan to create interesting 

characters. They thought about the strengths and weaknesses of their characters and how 

these characteristics can help to create conflict and problems within your stories. We have 

had great feedback from the students, who were super keen to write stories about their 

characters and found the session very engaging and fun! 

30 of our Year 4-6 students then participated in a two-day work shop with Nathan where they 

worked through a variety of tasks to explore the different elements of writing. Some of the 

areas they focused on were: 

• Developing characters – finding inspiration from our world, show, don’t just tell their strengths 

and weaknesses and being cruel to our characters! 

• Key Elements of Writing – narration, description, action, dialogue and inner thoughts 

• Formatting Dialogue – attribution, not too much dialogue, needs to be interesting, 

purposeful 

• Drama, Suspense and Tension – What’s at stake for your characters, balancing the tension 

• Story Pacing 

Editing and Revising– character development, is there enough drama, conflict, attention to 

the words, importance of reading aloud when editing and revising 

The workshop was an opportunity for our students to go deeper with their writing and spend 

quality time working with a published author to get valuable feedback. It was great to see 

students enthusiastic, engaged, focused and proud of their creative pieces.  



 Spare Art Smocks Needed 

Our supply of spare art smocks is running low and we would really appreciate 
any donations of old smocks or shirts of child size for the Art room. Donations 

can be dropped off at the Art room. 
 

Much thanks, Renee, Mel and Tori 

The PFA is planning to  
provide an afternoon tea for 
the students who completed 

the Premier's Reading  
Challenge on the last day of 
term at approximately 1pm 

before the last break.  
 

More information is to come 
when final numbers are  

confirmed.  

 

Congratulations to the following students who received a   

Student of the Week Award last week  

Harry.S  PB 
Jax.B  PC 
Alexander.K 1A 
Marley.W 1A 
Charlie.B 1C 
Archie.J  1D 
Daisy.R  1D 
Jaxon.J  2B 
Noah.J  2B 
Raphael.C 2D 

Rose.G  3A 
Hayden.S 3B 
Nellie.W  3B 
Abigail.C  3C 
Isabelle.G 4A 
Lily.D  4C 
Phoenix.G 4C 
Sarah.M  5A 
Tyce.S  5B 
 



Working With Children Check 

 
A friendly reminder to any parents/ carers who wish to help out 

volunteering in classrooms,  attending camps or PFA events etc. 

that the school requires a copy of your CURRENT Working With 

Children Check (WWCC) card so you are able to participate.  

 

Please ensure that you add Gisborne Primary School as an 

‘Organisation’ on the WWCC website. This will ensure the School 

is automatically updated when changes are made to your 

WWCC.   

 

Use the below link to add GPS to an existing card, update your 

details or to apply for a card.   

 
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

 

 
Example Card: 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/current-cardholders/update-my-details


 

 
 
 
 

 

TERM 4    IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

As our Canteen Manager, Rebecca, is finishing up at the end of 

Term 3, we are looking for volunteers to assist in running the 

canteen until a replacement can be sourced. Please contact 

Julie Soutter via the school office on 5428 2022 if interested. 

 

Canteen operations will be impacted dependant upon whether 

volunteers are available until we source a new manager. 

 

It is likely that the Canteen will return to operating on 

 Wednesday & Friday only with a revised menu 

This will be confirmed next term. 
 

The following Canteen items will be available in Term 4. 

 

Wednesday and Friday    
 

• Sushi 

• Subway 

• Rice Paper Rolls 









Community News 


