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       CHALK TALK 

Diary Dates 
2021 
 

TERM TWO 
 

JULY 2021 
 

*Mon 26th July  
(all week) 
Yr. 1-6 Little Scribe 
Mini-Writing 
Workshops. 
 
*Tues 27th July 

Online Parent Teacher 
Interviews  
 
 

AUGUST 2021 
 

*Tues 17th Aug 
Year 1 Mrs Sargood 
Incursion  
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

*Mon 6th Sept 
Curriculum Day  No 
Students.  
 
 
 

MOVE YOUR 
BODY 

 
 
 

KEEP ACTIVE 
 
 
 

BEING ACTIVE 
HELPS IMPROVE 
CONCENTRATION 

 
 
 

PROBLEM 
SOLVING IS 

EASIER IF YOU 
ARE ACTIVE 

 
 

 

Dear families, 
 

COVID Restrictions & Schools 
On Tuesday, the Victorian Government made announcements in relation to 
arrangements for schools in Victoria from and including yesterday, Wednesday 
21 July which I shared with you in an email. Based on advice from the Victorian 
Chief Health Officer, all Victorian schools will continue with remote and flexible 
learning, at this stage until Tuesday 27 July. Please see information in this 
newsletter outlining which students are eligible for onsite learning.  
 

Curriculum Day and Parent Teacher Interviews 
If the lock-down continues into next week as planned (and this seems likely), we 
will be postponing our curriculum/interview day on 4th August. Instead, later 
today you will receive information about booking an online interview with your 
child’s teacher for next Tuesday, 27th July.  After a further week of first-hand 
experience with your child’s learning aptitudes, this will be a valuable discussion. 
We are also very aware that some children’s experience in the home learning 
environment is challenging and quite different to their classroom approach, whilst 
others thrive in an environment of self-paced learning and possibly fewer 
distractions. Please ensure you have your child’s Semester 1 report at hand for the 
interview and perhaps some of the work samples completed over the week for 
discussion.  
 

News from Get Active Victoria 
When children participate in regular physical activity, it boosts their physical and 
mental health and improves academic performance. Physical activity throughout 
the day also improves concentration, and the ability to retain information and 
solve problems. There are many benefits to being active and getting your move 
on, but a lot of children aren’t moving enough, particularly while learning from 
home.  15 minutes 4 times a day is all it takes.  
 
To help support your children to stay active while learning from home, families 
can access a range of free COVIDSafe ideas to stay active and games  through 
Get Active Victoria.  
 
Families should remember that whatever gets children moving, gets them active. 
 
Stay safe and please get in touch if you need support. 
 
Julie Soutter 
 

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK EVERYONE! KEEP ACTIVE! 

< Billie B from 
3B working 
hard at home 
during remote 
learning 
 

Keep  
Active > 

 

MOVE IT 

MOVE IT 

https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/around-home/


MESSAGE FROM ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
                                                                                           Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 

Respect  
During change and uncertain times, it is important to continue to 

display our school values as shown in our school matrix. Please    

continue to treat others with Respect and work through concerns 

with consideration and thoughtfulness. We understand many of our 

families and staff are juggling their own work as well as children 

learning from home. We ask that everyone respects one another 

and continues to work together.  

 

 

Caring 
I am so appreciative of the caring attitude that has been shown 

towards our staff, families and students during these times. Please 

continue to model these behaviours to others. To build on this      

behaviour, you could set up a Caring award at home or 

acknowledge a behaviour shown each day while sitting around the 

dinner table together.  

 

 

Responsibility 
During this time, it is a perfect opportunity to develop students’    

responsibility for their own learning. Some strategies could be to  

ensure they are organised the previous night with their belongings, 

have their timetable or schedule ready, use a timer for each task, or 

have a reward set up for them at the end of each day. Set up  

structures such as using their diary, knowing their passwords and  

being responsible for their own learning. These are important skills for 

life-long learning.  

 

Resilience 
Resilience is a great value to develop during these times of change. 

As students are out of their usual routine, it is a great opportunity to 

acknowledge their resilience and encourage your child to continue 

to have a go and try to solve problems as they go. It’s okay if they 

don’t get them exactly right, as long as they have had a go and 

tried their best.  

 

 

 

Personal Best 
Remote Learning can be tough for everyone. We encourage all 

students, families and staff to continue to try their Personal Best in all 

that you do. We are in this together and will adjust as we need to. 

We are proud of everyone trying their best at this time.  

 

We thank you all with the approach to learning at home and your continued support. Please     

continue to communicate with your child’s classroom teacher as needed as they are a valuable 

support for you and your family. We thank our amazing staff and appreciate the support from our 

school community during this extended lockdown. Hopefully we are all back onsite at school on 

Wednesday.  
 

Take care, Lisa Maxwell 



Students who are eligible for onsite learning at school 

during COVID lockdown 
 

Our school will continue to provide on-site supervision for students in the following    
categories: 
 

* Children where both parents and or carers are considered authorised workers 
who cannot work from home, work for an essential provider and where no other  
supervision arrangements can be made: 
 □ where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working 
 outside the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 
  

 □ for single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the 
 home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 
 

* Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 
 □ in out-of-home care. 
  

 □ deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence  
 service, and assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home. 
  

 □ identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via      
 referral from a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, 
 homeless or youth justice service or mental health or other health service). 
  

 □ where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable be
 cause they cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is       
 vulnerable due to family stress. This may apply to students enrolled in specialist 
 schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools. 
 

We will continue to keep you updated with information as it is made available.  
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  
MEDICATION FOR STUDENTS WHEN AT SCHOOL 

 

□The office and administration staff are responsible for the giving of medication to students across 
the school.  This includes ongoing daily medication plus adhoc use of medication.   
 

□Authority for staff to administer medication must be given by parents and carers.  The medication 
authority form needs to be completed and signed by parents when they drop off any medication.  The 
form is also available on our website. 
 

□If medication must be refrigerated e.g. antibiotics, parents and carers need to indicate this when         
dropping off any medication. 
 

□If medication is to be taken home at the end of each day, parents and carers need to let office staff 
know as well. Your child will be called up at the end of the day to collect. 
 

□Parents and carers should indicate what time the student should take their medication and if it is 
before or after food. 
 

□The office staff will call your child up to the office at the required time to take their medication.  
Teachers are unable to monitor this due to busy classroom schedules.  Please notify office staff        
of any requirements in all circumstances. 
 

□If your child is required to take medication daily on an ongoing basis, please provide a letter from 
your doctor or paediatrician stating this, the dosage and why.  Office staff will inform teachers if  
applicable.   Any changes to dosage or times must be communicated to office staff.  
    Any questions ? Contact office staff. 

http://www.gisborneps.vic.edu.au/uploads/7/9/9/5/79955302/medication_authority_form__february_2018_.pdf


PD — Astin L  
PE — Jasmine W 
1B — Talon G 
2C — Molly B 
2C — Oscar G 
3A — James N  
3C — Emily K  
3C — Link G 
 

3C — Sasha D 
3D — Sebastian J 
4A — Flynn D  
4A — Harley B  
5A — Ramona H 
5B — Riley S  
5C — Alice N 
6C — Dannika L 

 

 

 

      cyber safety tips            BE THE HERO! 
Have you seen someone being bullied 

or treated badly online? You have a 
chance to change the story. Think about 

reaching out to them and saying     
something kind and supportive,          

reminding them that they deserve to be 
treated with respect, and encouraging 

them to report abusive behaviour to the 
website, the eSafety Commissioner, or a 

             caring adult. 

KITCHEN GARDEN — COOKING AT HOME! 
Our Year 5 students have begun participating in the Kitchen Garden Program this 
term, harvesting fresh vegetables from the garden with Mel and cooking fresh healthy meals 
in the kitchen with Emily. To keep up the excitement around the topic, here is a recipe you can 
try at home with your family to enjoy a nice hot lunch or a quick dinner idea!  Click on the    
following link: 

RAINBOW VEGIE SLICE RECIPE — YUMMO! 
 

Don't forget to share your meal with your teachers via     
SeeSaw and include something new that you tried! 

 
Congratulations to the 
following students who 

received  
a Student of the Week 

Award last week 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/report
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aIP8Z26b3qTBG3tMpf8w2Z6npaN0jRN8UrMEmkkPH34/edit?usp=sharing


Introducing our School Council 2021 
Over the next few weeks our Grade 6 leaders will be introducing our School Council members to you.   

 

School Council Treasurer — Jarrod Byham 
Who are you as a person? 
I’d like to think friendly and fairly easy going, organized, enthusiastic and full of awful Dad 
jokes. 
  

What is your lifelong dream? 
Going to Augusta National to watch The Masters golf tournament with my brother who is a 
golf course superintendent in Florida. Watching the Bombers win another final would be 
nice too…. 
  

Why did you want to be a part of school council? 
It hopefully enables me to add some value to the school with the limited time that I have, and provides excellent opportunities 
to stay in touch with what it going on at school and have conversations with my family about it. 
  

Who inspired you? 
My wife (Sally) who loves to volunteer for lots of things! Also, both of my parents were involved in lots of different community 
organisations during my school years. 
  

What did you want to be when you grew up? 
An Air Force Pilot. I felt the need, the need for speed. 
  

What is your career? 
A Civil Engineer by ‘trade’, but currently a Community Relations Manager in the energy industry. 
  

What are your hobbies? 
Golf, boomerang throwing, watching all types of sport, and sleeping. 
 

 
 

School Council Member — Samantha Izzard 
Who are you as a person?  
Busy, kind and curious. 
 

What do you love the most?  
My four amazing children, who all attend Gisborne Primary School! 
 

Who inspired you?  
My Dad as he could find the positive in almost any situation and I knew he was always there for 
me if things went wrong. 
 

What are your hobbies?  
Basketball, reading and watching my kids play sport! 
 

What did you want to be when you grew up?  
A nurse, then a vet, followed by a police officer! 
 

What is your career?  
I decided on teaching and then went on to study social work. I now work for the Department of Education. 
 

Why did you want to be a part of school council? 
As I knew I was going to be part of the Gisborne Primary School community for such a long time I thought that it would be a 
good way to be involved and meetings are after hours so it fits in well with work and family commitments. 
  
 



 

PERMISSIONS FOR ACTIVITIES AND PAYMENTS INFORMATION 

ACTIVITY / DATE PERMISSION/COST 
DUE DATE  

FOR ONLINE PERMISSION  

School Fees/ Parent Payment 
3rd Instalment  

$56.25 Friday 27th August 2021 

Year 1 Mrs Sargood Incursion  
Tuesday 17th of August 2021 

Permission (Sentral) and Payment 
(Qkr) $6.50 

Due Tuesday 3rd August 2021 

 

 
WELL DONE TO ALL OUR     

STUDENTS LEARNING FROM  
HOME VIA REMOTE 

LEARNING.  
 

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK! 
 

<Here is Levi R learning about  
Australia during home learning.   

Submitted by Ms Bitsonis (2C) 

 
<Here is Link G and his work on his 

Passion Project 
Submitted by Ms Potter (3C) 

 
PRINCIPAL AWARDS DURING 

REMOTE LEARNING: 
 
I have been hearing about some students in Year 
4 who have been demonstrating agency,        
persistence and going above and beyond in their 
work at home. I am sure there are many others 
across the school doing this and I will recognise 
them next week. These students are  as follows: 
 
Mikayla A in 4C  demonstrated her agency. She 
did all the optional tasks as well as doing PE 
and Art. 
 
Adele M and Phoenix M 4A are both           
completing all set work to a high standard and 
submitting it each day. They ask questions and 
contribute in Webex meetings and have shown 
great agency.  
 
These children can collect their awards when we 
are back at school.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS 



Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications (CSEF) 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school 
excursions, camps and sporting activities. 
 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, 
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster     
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum   
seeker and refugee families. 
 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are 
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and    
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an      
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on               
gisborne.ps@education.vic.gov.au to request an application form.  
 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on 
the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web 
page: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 
 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the 
school office as soon as possible. 

Community News 

mailto:gisborne.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
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