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CHALK TALK 
Diary Dates 

 

TERM TWO: 
 

MAY 2019 
 

Wed– Frid 
22nd-24th May 
Yr 4 Camp 
 

Thurs 23rd May 
Visit by Minister of 
Education (Victoria) 
 

Mon 27th May 
-Prep Mad  about 
science—living things 
incursion 
 

-Bike Education Gr  5/6 
(selected students) 
Gisborne Secondary 
College 
 

JUNE 2019 
 

Mon 3rd June 
Gr 5 Parliament Incursion 
 
Wed 5th June 
Gr 6 Parliament Incursion 
 

Frid 7th June 
District Netball 
 

Tue 11th June 
District AFL 
 

Mon 17th June 
PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
 

Frid 28th June 
Last Day Term 2  

 
TERM THREE: 
 

JULY  2019 
 

Mon 22nd July 
Preps for 2020 Tour / Info 
Session 9.15am 
 

Mon 29th July 
Curriculum Day Pupil Free 
Day 
 

AUGUST 2019 
 

Fri 30th Aug  
Curriculum Day Pupil 

Free Day 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
 

Dear families, 
 

Parent Feedback for BYOD program for Digital Technologies and Public Meeting for 
presentation of the 2018 Annual Report 

 
During 2019 we are focusing on improvements and refinements in our digital technologies 
program. The school and parent groups have been having discussions around phasing out 
the BYOD program for Year 5/6s. Whilst Year 6s will continue to use their iPad next year, it 
is possible that the Year 5s will not require their own iPad. We will confirm this after our 
next school council meeting on 5th June.   
 

We are currently auditing all of our devices and working towards providing a variety of 
reliable equipment so that students can continue to adapt to the ever-changing technology 
skills that they need. A scope and sequence skills document is continually refined by our ICT 
committee and students at each level add new skills each year.  Once the cost of this 
change is established, parent payments across the year levels may increase slightly but will 
be less overall with the savings for families at Year 5 level not having to purchase their own 
iPads. Gisborne Primary School parent payments are quite low compared to the average 
across the state and increases would be monitored by school council. Whilst Foundation 
students only use technology devices for a couple of hours a week, this increases 
incrementally to Year 6, where students may use their devices to enhance learning for up 
to two hours on some days. The parent payment would reflect this with a sliding scale of 
increased payments as students progress through the year levels.  
 

Parents have informed us that when students own their iPad, this leads to increased usage 
at home and often conflict about the usage. A growing body of research suggests that any 
more than a couple of hours a day in front of a screen can affect cognitive functions. The 
research suggests that children aged two to five years of age should have one hour of  
high-quality screen time a day. For children aged six and older, no more than two hours a 
day in front of screens is the recommendation. We will ensure that all students gain the 
skills they need but that their time on screens is monitored and of high quality.  
 

At school, students discover the advantages of technology and how it can enhance our lives 
and work, and are educated about the risks related to heavy use. The adults in their lives 
have a responsibility to assist children with safe, responsible and reasonable use of their 
devices in school and at home. Self-regulation is the most powerful way to take control.  
 

If you would like to provide your opinion on the changes proposed at school please send 
your email comments to me or Justine Elliott, Chair of the Education Sub-Committee. 
Parents are also most welcome to attend Education Sub-committee meetings. The next one 
is next week on Wednesday 29th May at 4.30pm in the staff room to discuss the changes. 
There will also be a meeting to finalise our decision, prior to the school council meeting on 
Wednesday, 5th June where the business of the meeting is reported. The Annual Report will 
be presented at the start of the school council meeting at 7pm. This takes about 15 
minutes. Parents can stay and hear about progress towards our School Strategic Plan goals 
and the improvements in student outcomes as a result.      
 

Enjoy the rest of your week—Julie Soutter (Principal) 



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

Education Week 

This week is Education Week where we celebrate the amazing  

teaching and learning that occurs at Gisborne PS. We have  

dedicated and talented teaching staff who put in many hours of 

work towards the planning and teaching of engaging tasks for our 

students that are linked to the Victorian Curriculum. Our Education 

Support staff work extremely hard to support the students and staff 

at GPS.  
 

This year’s theme is ‘Celebrating Careers’ which has a focus on supporting students in their career  

pathways. As a primary school we are educating and preparing students for secondary schooling and 

their future. We aim to develop students as life-long learners. Our Year 5 and 6 students experience and 

lead different student leadership projects across the school. 
 

Along with our extensive and meaningful teaching and learning programs, this week we have had many 

different events across the school such as Year 6 visit to GSC; hosting work experience students; Year 4 

camp to Phillip Island; 2020 school tours, Year 1 zoo excursion; buddy program for Year Prep and 5; staff at 

SWPBS Professional Development; staff at Maths and Science Professional Development; staff and  

students at the Sustainability Summit in Bendigo.  
 

Today we also hosted a visit from The Education Minister, The Honorable James Merlino who toured the 

school and viewed the new building works.  
 

Work experience 

We welcomed 6 Year 10 students to Gisborne Primary School for their week of work experience.  

The students from Gisborne Secondary College were given the opportunity to experience school life in the 

classroom and Specialist subject of PE. We thank the students for their maturity and support over the week 

and wish you all the best in the future.  
 

Gisborne Secondary Transition  

Our Year 6 students experienced a transition session at Gisborne Secondary College this week where they 

were able to participate in different subjects such as PE and Science. The transition session allows students 

to become familiar with the new learning environment and feel more confident before attending in    

Year 7.  
 

Wellbeing 

Staff from our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) team travelled to Bendigo today to  

participate in the next part of building on the school wide approach at GPS. Our whole school wellbeing 

approach of Social, emotional learning (SEL), anti-bullying approaches, positive behaviour and SWPBS  

including our school values and development of student and parent matrix has seen a reduction in  

student misbehaviours and an increase in positivity and focus on displaying the expected school values. 

We are appreciative of the staff and their consistency with following these approaches and to the stu-

dents and families for embracing change and celebrating success. Thank you 
 

Our wonderful PFA 

Saturday brought beautiful sunshine and plenty of family support 

at the GPS election-day BBQ and cake stall. Our amazing PFA 

members organised the stalls and with assistance from our 

school families, had a successful day, raising approximately 

$1800. Thank you to the fabulous members of the PFA and the 

many families who assisted with baking and assisting on the day.  
 

Have a wonderful weekend.      

Kind regards, Lisa Maxwell 



 

District Cross Country 2019 
Finally, we can announce our cross-country division team after a rain delayed event a couple of weeks 
ago prevented us from completing all the age groups. 
 

As I’ve mentioned to all the students who represented the school at district level over the last few weeks, 
it’s a wonderful feat to be acknowledged as one of your school’s best long distance runners. Regardless 
of their placing in the district cross country event, they should be incredibly proud of the achievement of 
making it to that level. 
 

Thanks to all the parents who have supported the students or assisted the team over the last few weeks. 
A special mention to Zoe Olive for washing the rain soaked, muddy singlets after the first event (not the 
first time she has done this). Also, thanks to Nicole Mckibbin who was willing to stand at a checkpoint for 
the younger age groups. Despite the fact we were able to get a few work experience students to help 
out, Nicole puts her hand up regularly to support the school at every sport event (as do many of you). A 
big thanks to Eloise, Rhani, Lily and Jack, our work experience students for helping us out yesterday.  Also 
a BIG THANK YOU to our Education Support Officer Mel Hatty who helped with first aid this week on 
Tuesday.  
 

Congratulations to the following students who placed in the top ten for their respective age groups and 
will now compete at the Division Finals on May 29th. The number in the brackets indicate their placing at 
the district event: 
 Ruby C (2nd)  Monique M (6th)  Luke J (3rd) 
 Tom C (5th)  Holly B (5th)   Taj C (2nd) 
 Harvey M (4th)  Angus P (5th)   Sarah D (1st) 
 Sierrah C (2nd)  Lucy D (10th)   Lucas M (2nd) 
 Lucas J (5th) 
 

I’ve organised a running coach to come to the school Monday the 27th to have a chat to all our division 
runners (and any of the district representatives who want to come along) to talk race strategy,  
preparation and a few tips that might be useful in the upcoming division event.  
Michael Goodyear (Sports Coordinator) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received the Student of the Week Award last week 

PA —  Rose G 
PB — Joshua V 
PC — Summer D 
PD — Emily O 
PD — Isla P 
1B — Winton P 
1B — Sadie S 
1C — Charlie S 
2A — Harper F 
2B — Abbey W 
 

3A — Anamaya C 
3B — Finn T 
4A — Evie H 
4B – Amelia F 
4B — Gabriel B 
5A — Holly N 
6A — Blake F 
6A — Neve P 
6B —  Logan C 
6C — Mitchell P 
 

Off they went!  

The Grade 4 Camp to Phillip Island finally arrives! 
 

On Wednesday the students in Grade 4 all arrived early with their bags, pillows and sleeping bags ready 
to head off on the big buses for the fun drive to Phillip Island.  Excitement and anticipation was in the 

air.  The grade 4 teachers were all ready to ‘hit the road’ and get ‘the show on the road’! 
 

Today we have received news from camp that everything is going well. They are heading to the beach 
today and are having a ball.  

 
We look forward to seeing the Grade 4 students, teachers, support staff and family helpers  back here 

on Friday with many tales to tell and photos to share in our next newsletter.  Stay tuned……. 

District Soccer 2019 
Mr McCall took an enthusiastic and highly competitive group of students to Dixon Oval on Monday the 20th of 
May to compete in the District Soccer. Weather conditions varied throughout the day, but this did nothing to 
dampen the spirits of our students who participated.  Extra time was called during the last game at the end of 

the day.  Everyone returned well played and just about done!  Well done  
students.  Thanks to all the  family helpers who came down to watch and assist on the day.   

 



 



PERMISSION & PAYMENTS 
DUE 

AMOUNT DATE DUE 

Prep Mad About Science—Living 
Things Incursion $14 

Online Permission & Qkr Payment 
OVERDUE 

Due Wednesday 22nd 
May 

Bike Education Year 5/6 (Selected 
Students) Gisborne Secondary Col-

lege 
Online Permission  Due Friday 24th May 

Year 5 Parliament Incursion $13 Online Permission & Qkr Payment Due Friday 24th May 

Year 6 Parliament Incursion $13 Online Permission & Qkr Payment Due Thursday 30th May 

2nd Term Instalment for Family Fees. 
$56.25   

Qkr Payment  Due Friday 7th June 

Camps, Sports & Education  
Funding (CSEF) $125 per student 

Applications to office & copy of  
current HCC 

No later than last day 
Term 2 (Friday 28th June). 

No extensions available 

PAYMENTS, PERMISSIONS AND OTHER ITEMS DUE 
 

Volunteers — Please make sure your Working with  

Children Check is current 
To participate or assist with any school activities, parents and other family members need to have a  
current Working with Children Check (WWCC).  Time passes quickly!  Working with Children Checks  

expire after 5 years.   
 

If you have recently renewed your current Working with Children Check, this is just a reminder to present your new card to 
the office staff, who take a copy for our records.  This is a Department of Education (DET) requirement.   

 

Any questions—see office staff. 
 

Information about WWCC is available at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  
 

To renew your WWCC information is available at  
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/current-cardholders/renew-my-card 

 

Thank you to all our  parent and family helpers!  Your contributions are always  
appreciated.   

 
 
 
 

Time is running out to apply for the Camps, Sports and  Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
 

All applications for the CSEF must be received at the office no later than Friday the 29th of June.  No late applications will be 
accepted, due to the requirements of the Department of Education.  

 
More information is available online at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx including the form. 

 
To be eligible for the CSEF and receive $125 per student to put towards camps, sports and excursion (and incursions), parents 

need to have a current health care card.  This card needs to be presented to the office with your completed application.   
 

If you are unsure if you qualify for the CSEF please see office staff.  All information is handled in confidence.  

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/current-cardholders/renew-my-card?utm_expid=.rrtm5w-fQxODhLsVsxDMXw.0&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au%2F
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
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Canteen News   
Important Changes to Wednesdays Menu 

Term 2 PLEASE READ 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

As part of our healthy eating program, we have made changes to our 
canteen menu from Term 2 onwards.  On Wednesdays, only water will 
be available for ordering.  Students will be unable to place orders on 
Wednesdays for any other type of drinks such as fruit juice or flavoured 
milk.  There are no restrictions on ordering any drink types on Fridays.  
The menu will be as usual.   
 

The aim of this change is to encourage students to limit the consumption 
of high energy and high sugar drinks e.g. once a week 
and see them as a treat.   
 

The Australian Government Healthy School Canteens 
recommendations are that discretionary items are 
offered only twice a term.  We will be following these 
recommendations by the end of the year.  
 

 

Assistance for Canteen — helpers needed 
Each Friday the canteen needs volunteers to help with the preparation and serving of 

food from the canteen.  If you can offer an hour or two—all help is  

gratefully appreciated!  You just need a current Working with Children Check to help 

out.  If you are available—just email the office at gisborne.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 

CANTEEN  

ROSTER 
Fri 24th May Fri 31st May 

9am—11:30am 
2 helpers  

required 

2 helpers  

required 

12:30—

2:30pm 

Melissa  

McIntyre  

& 

Donna  

Wallace 

2 helpers  

required 



Turning bottle top lids into prosthetic hands 

YOU can make a difference!  
 

We need your bottle top lids! 
 

Envision is on a mission to create 100 prosthetic hands out of bottle 
caps, with 3D printers, which will then be donated to children in need 
across under-serviced countries.  
 

About 500 grams worth of recycled bottle top lids and 40 hours of 
work is needed to create one hand!   
 

At Gisborne Primary School we are coming on board with this world 
wide community project and we would like you to assist us with  
collecting 2000 bottle top lids by the end of this term. This is only 1 lid 
per student per week.  
 

These lids can be from milk, soft drink and juice bottles.   
 

These bottle top lids can be dropped off at Mrs. Lopes’ classroom 6B.  
 

A big thank you to Jack and Tracey Miles for helping with this project. 
 

For more information you can watch the youtube clip:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NP0VcknTjJg or visit the Envision 
website at https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/  
 

   MISSION NOT IMPOSSIBLE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Submitted by Mrs Blake  (Grade 6) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NP0VcknTjJg
https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/
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