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CHALK TALK 

Diary Dates 
 
 

2020 
 
TERM TWO: 
 

 
MAY 2020 
 
*Mon 25th May 
Pupil Free Day. 
All year levels 
 
*Tue 26th May 
P-2’s return to 
school 
 
 
JUNE 2020 
 
*Mon 8th June 
Queens Birthday 
Public Holiday 
 
*Tue 9th June 
3-6’s return to 
school 
 
*Wed 10th June 
School Council 
Mtg 
 

*Fri 26th June 
Last day Term 2 
 
 
RETURNING 
DEVICES 
BORROWED 
 
If you borrowed a 
device for your 
child/ren during 
remote learning, 
please return it 
asap once onsite 
learning resumes. 
 
Please return 
devices directly 
to the office. 
 
Please ensure 
they are in the 
same working 
order as when 
you picked them 
up. 
 
If you have any 
questions, see 
office staff in the 
first instance.  
 
THANK YOU 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Dear families, 
 

As we plan for the phased return of our students over the next three weeks, we have been 
considering many elements to ensure your children will be safe, both physically and emotionally, as 
they return to the classroom. This will be a positive experience for many children as they reconnect 
with their friends and teachers, however we acknowledge that there will also be anxieties and 
possible reluctance to return to the classroom. Teachers are prepared for the range of behaviours 
that may occur as a result of this unprecedented experience and will be tailoring programs over the 
first few weeks to reconnect students to their classroom environment and peers. There will be a 
focus on Social and Emotional learning and reflection about the positive aspects of home learning 
that teachers might incorporate into their classrooms.  
 

Students will also be made familiar with hygiene practices which all staff have practised in the BER for 
our onsite program. Children will use hand sanitizer when entering and leaving the classroom, be 
encouraged to refrain from touching their faces and surfaces unnecessarily and reduce the sharing of 
materials where possible. Please send your child’s personal stationery to school in a pencil case if you 
would prefer they don’t share equipment. All stationery and materials provided in packs this term 
need to be returned to school for your child’s continued use.  From the 9th June, there will be 
staggered breaks to reduce the number of students in the playground and year levels will play in 
designated spaces to reduce the mixing of classes.     
 

Phased approach to returning to classroom learning:  
Tuesday, 26th May P/1/2 return; remote and onsite provision for 3-6 students.   
Tuesday, 9th June Years 3-6 return.  

 

The Department of Education has stated that schools are to limit access to the school site for anyone 
other than school staff and students. These guidelines are for the wellbeing of both children and 
adults. We understand that some students will feel anxious about starting back to school and it is 
important that you discuss the new changes with your child in a positive way. This is an opportunity 
for your child to build their independence in a safe environment. 
 

Managing physical distancing at and around the school gates — see map page 3 
Over the next two weeks, children in each year level can be dropped off and picked up in designated 
areas from 8.30-8.55 and 3.25 – 3.40 as described in the map attached. Families are urged to ensure 
their children are using safe routes including school crossings to move to and from home or their cars 
to the four school entry points.  
 

Parents will be encouraged to stay at their vehicles except to cross a road to assist their child – no 
congregating around school gates. Teachers will escort their classes to designated exits and staff will 
be on duty around the streets during drop off and pick up.   
 

Arrive for a staggered pick-up at 3.25, 3.30 or 3.35, and leave promptly otherwise there will not be  

sufficient parking. There is only parking for approximately 40 cars along Prince and Fisher Streets so  

these arrangement will only work if parents come in stages. E.g. Some at 3.25, the next at 3.30 or  

3.35 and move off quickly.    
 

Prep students and their siblings are to use Prince St. Prep teachers and siblings will walk them to  

the footpath on Prince St and parents can assist with crossing the road as needed. In the mornings  

staff will be on the footpath to supervise their entry.   
 

Year 1 students and their older siblings are to use Fisher St. Year 1 teachers will walk them to the  

footpath on Fisher St where they can use the crossing as needed. In the mornings staff will be on the  

footpaths around the school to supervise their entry.    >PTO 

WE WELCOME BACK STUDENTS IN PREP, GRADE 1 & 2 NEXT TUESDAY 26TH MAY! 



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED 
 

Yr 2s, without younger siblings, will be supervised to the exits via Brantome St and can use the Fisher St school crossing  
to parking on the northern side of the school in Brantome or Prince St, or will be assisted to cross Howey St by a staff  
member to parking in or around the Scout Hall. We ask that students are not picked up in the bus parking zone in  
Brantome St.   
 

Schools Out and School Buses: Students should walk as usual to these areas and the bus duty teacher will supervise;  
Preps will be assisted by staff from their classrooms to these areas.  
 

Children who walk to school may continue to use their usual route and enter the school grounds at any of the four  
gates. Parents cannot accompany them past any gate. There will be staff on the footpaths near all of the gates. Riders will  
continue to use the Prince St entry.    
 

Parents with children in a range of year levels should organise with them which option they are choosing; please  
write arrangements in diaries for easy access by any yard duty teacher trying to assist. Parents’ mobile  
numbers should be written in diaries and staff will carry mobile phones.  
 

Canteen, water bottles and lunches: Students will not drink directly from drinking fountains. Taps may be used to refill 
water bottles. Students should bring their own water bottle for use (and refilling) at school. Students need to bring  
lunches as the canteen will be closed for Term 2. There will be no sharing of food.  
 

DET has provided the following information for the safety of staff and students: 
Environmental cleaning in schools 
To ensure schools are as safe as possible, the Victorian Government is providing funds for enhanced cleaning that will 
occur every day for all of Term 2 and Term 3. This will help to reduce the spread of  viruses and germs in schools and will 
include progressive cleaning of high-touch points and other surfaces throughout the day. 

Use of playground equipment and cleaning 

School playground equipment can now be used. However, students should practice hand hygiene before and after use. 
Like other commonly touched surfaces, playgrounds will be wiped down as part of enhanced  

cleaning where practical. 

Changes to routine care or emergency first-aid 

Standard precautions including hand hygiene will be taken, as per normal procedures, for staff  providing routine care or 
first-aid assistance to students where they need to come into physical contact with a  student (for example: attending to a 
cut or disposing of student's tissues). 
 

Extra Cleaning – are you interested in a short-term cleaning position at the school? 
With the extra funds provided by the state government to access cleaning products and extra cleaning personnel we will 
be employing a person with cleaning experience to assist with a few of hours cleaning each day over Terms 2 and 3 as 
needed. If you would like information about this short-term position please contact me or the office. 
 

Looking forward to seeing all the Prep, 1/2 students at school next week. 
 

Julie Soutter 

 





MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

Education Support Staff Day – May 16th  

ES day is about celebrating and recognising the 

extraordinary contribution ES staff make to our 

schools including students, staff and families. At 

Gisborne PS, we have an amazing team of ES staff 

who support and work in roles such as Office/

Administration, Library, Canteen, Classroom support, 

Wellbeing, and Literacy support programs.  
 

Over the last few weeks, our staff have supported the transition to remote learning and 

worked with our students who have been learning onsite as well as our students learning 

from home.  
 

We are extremely appreciative of our staff and thank them for their ongoing 

commitment and dedication to our students, staff and families at Gisborne PS.  
 

Transitioning back to school 

As our Prep, year 1 and year 2 students return to 

school on Tuesday, we need to consider 

strategies we can put in place to support our 

students with the return to the classroom. Our 

staff have already started planning and 

preparing lessons and discussing strategies to 

support our students with this change. As 

parents, you can also support the school and 

assist your child with a smooth transition back to school by doing the following: 
 

 Practise each afternoon or on the weekend dropping your child to the school gate and 

allowing them to walk to the classroom 

 Practise unpacking their bag at home in preparation for the school day 

 Be positive about the change and build the excitement in your child 

 Encourage your child to be resilient and independent 

 Hide your own worry and emotions and tell your child how exciting this experience is 

 Tell them they will be great and celebrate their successes 
 

We understand how challenging this can be for many students and families and we will  

assist in making this as smooth and positive as possible. We also want the best for your  

children and will try our personal best to help in any way we can.  
 

We are so excited to see the students in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 on Tuesday. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Regards, Lisa Maxwell 

Looking forward to seeing you soon 







 











Congratulations to the following students who received the Student of the Week Award : 

PA — Oliver C 
PA — Jada P 
PC — Ethan B 
PC — Arabella D 
PD — Samuel M 
PE — Jack S 
PE — Leah S 
1A — Oliva B 
1C — Neve D 
 

3C — Ruby D 
4A —  Erin K 
4B — Lily L 
4C —  Noah C 
4C — Jackson T 
5C—Ryder T 
6A — Amelia W 
6B — Slater B 
6C —Zara L 
 

1C — Thomas H 
1C — Alex S 
2B — Jack M 
2B — Kate F 
2C —  Jasleen J 
2D — Link G 
2D — Millie T 
3A — Abbey W 
3B — Braxton Y 
 

 

Classroom Resources Using Social Media: 
 

Reach Out have a fantastic webpage with classroom resources centred around social media. These  
resources are particularly useful for Grades 5 & 6, however even some may benefit younger years as they 
are using the chat rooms on games such as Roblox and Fortnite. Here’s the link below if you are interested 
  
 

Reach Out Link  

Alannah Jansz  |   Student Wellbeing Support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of the school community, we sincerely thank all of the school staff for their time and effort over the past 
couple of months. There has been an enormous amount of  additional hours put in by the Principal, Assistant  
Principal, teachers and support staff adapting to the required changes. We appreciate all you have done to ensure 
the continuance of our children’s education. 
 

As a token of appreciation from the school community, we are working on a special treat to be presented to school 
employees on 9 June. If you would like to assist us with this please email gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com for more 
info. 
 

We’d also like to acknowledge the efforts of our parents, carers and children who have adapted to home learning 
and a new routine for their family. The coming weeks will also be different to what we are used to and the PFA will 
be focussed on supporting our  families and the school through this transition.  
 

We are working on some opportunities for us all to reconnect when restrictions allow. These won’t be fundraisers, 
you won’t need to pay to attend and we will be following  Government advice. Our aim is to reconnect safely while 
supporting some of the  wonderful local businesses who support our school. More info will be available in the  
coming weeks in the newsletter and on the PFA’s Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gisborneprimaryPFA/ . 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 
Donna Wallace 
President - PFA 

https://schools.au.reachout.com/social-media?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MKTG%20Schools%20May%202020_SocialMediaResources_AJ&utm_content=MKTG%20Schools%20May%202020_SocialMediaResources_AJ+CID_5c7f4e7c558c83cb8f679cb37e1a24e3&utm_source=emailCM&utm_term=
mailto:gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FgisborneprimaryPFA%2F&data=02%7C01%7CClaire.Dean2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf2784383d0ee42536b6a08d7fd153520%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637256139842


A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL CAPTAINS — LEADERSHIP GROUP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU & WELCOME BACK P-2’s NEXT WEEK! 
Firstly, I would like to say thank you to all the P-2 teachers during these unpleasant times. 
You have taught the best you could. All the kids are thankful to you for helping them when 

they might be sad or uncomfortable. Now my brother Leo is really excited to see his  
teachers again so I bet that most of the P-2s are really excited as well. They can’t wait to be 
back in the classroom with all their friends and mates. I would like to also thank the kids for 

keeping your calm and being really nice to your parents or teachers and congratulations  
for getting most of your work done. 

 
Sonny M -  6B (School Captain) 

NO NAPLAN 2020 
Please note that NAPLAN will not take place in 2020.  This decision has been made in light of the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The wellbeing of students is of primary concern, with the decision to not proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 taken to 
assist school leaders, teachers and support staff to focus on the wellbeing of students and continuity of  
education.  
 
FAQ information can be found at  

https://nap.edu.au/information/faqs/naplan2020  

KEEPING ACTIVE DURING REMOTE LEARNING  
I have been keeping really active in these remote times. I do a 2.5k run 1-3 times a week. I also 
do 1-2 hours of basketball depending on the weather and my body. I’ve been going on my 
scooter. I use this app called Homecourt a lot. Homecourt is a app that helps your basketball 
and sometimes can help your soccer skills. I have been also been keeping active by just  
roaming around my backyard or going on the trampoline. 

 

Submitted by Sonny M 6B  
 

 
I can’t wait to see 
my friends on 
Tuesday! 

 

It will be so  
exciting to see my 
teacher again! 

https://nap.edu.au/information/faqs/naplan2020

