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CHALK TALK 
Diary Dates 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Thurs 21st Feb 
Open Afternoon & Family 
Picnic  
 

Frid 22nd Feb 
School Council Parent 
nominations  close 
 

Scholastic Book Orders 
due 9am 
 

Wed 27th Feb 
District Swimming 
Sunbury Aquatic Centre 
 

MARCH 2019 
Frid 1st Mar 
Clean up Australia Day 
Prep to Grade 6 
 

Tues 5th Mar 
School Photos 
 

Thur+Frid 7/8th Mar  
Mad Food Science 
Incursion Yrs P-6 
 

Mon 11th Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
 

Thurs 14th Mar 
Division Swimming 
Werribee Outdoor Pool 
 

Thurs 21st Mar 
Harmony Day 
 

Frid 22nd Mar 
Ride2 School Day 
 

Tues 26th Mar 
Forensic Science Incursion  
 

Frid 28th Mar 
JSC Fundraiser event 
 

APRIL 2019 
Wed 3rd April 
Yr 3-6 House Cross 
Country 
 

Frid 5th April 
Easter Bunny visit 
Last Day Term 1—2:30pm 
dismissal 
 
TERM 2 
Tue 23rd April 
Term 2 commences 
 

MAY 2019 
Frid 3rd May 
Yr 3-6 House Athletics 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Families                                                
 

Oral Language 
A focus across the school this year is in the area of Oral Language to increase vocabulary, 
support writing and to improve student confidence in speaking purposefully in pair, group 
and class discussions. This will support students both as learners and to build their voice 
and agency. Our focus on student voice will be across all areas of schooling and will be 
evident at assemblies as the year progresses, where students will confidently and 
competently present their information and ideas in an engaging way. We have added an 
Oral Language/Drama session to our extension programs for Year 6s (to include Year 5s in 
Semester 2). 
 

Mathletics Payment due last Friday  
Please ensure you have returned your child’s payment for Mathletics. Students who have 
paid will receive their logins next week and their teachers will be allocating tasks at their 
level, to practise their current maths learning at home and school. If you are having 
difficulties with this payment please see me to discuss.    
 

Mary-Anne Thomas Visit last Friday  
Our member of parliament, Mary-Anne Thomas visited the school last Friday to celebrate 
the beginnings of our building project.  She toured the school and visited the Year Preps 
and 1s, then ‘turned a sod’ with the Year 2 students in the building compound. Works are 
continuing on schedule for the three new classrooms. The steel frames are currently being 
prepared in the factory and will be erected in the next few weeks. Plans are underway for 
the delivery of the relocatable in early March. Plans for the half basketball court are also 
underway and we hope this will be constructed by the end of term.  

Some of our Grade 2 students “turning a sod” in the building compound with  member of parliament Mary-Anne 

Thomas on Friday 15th February.  Hard hats and vests  essential! Hard at work and play.  



 

Play Space and Lunch-time activities. 
We are continually monitoring the outdoor play spaces to ensure the students have active, enjoyable breaks. 
Equipment is available every lunch time on the lined courts around the school and extra lunch time activities have 
been added to the roster. We will also open the library for half of each lunch from next term. Once we have the 
plans from the architect we will think about how we can improve another area of garden or play spaces that 
won’t be disturbed by the building works.    

 
 
Clean Up Australia Day 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ICT Agreement is due back tomorrow 
Your child has brought home the school’s Acceptable Use Agreement’ when using digital or online spaces, for you 
to discuss with them and sign. All students accessing technology need to understand their age-appropriate       
responsibilities in using it safely and respectfully. We, as their supporting adults, also have a responsibility in the 
home/school partnership to ensure their use is supervised and their understandings monitored. We will be    
teaching students at all levels, age appropriate protocols and procedures and your child will be writing those    
applicable to their level of understanding in the section ‘My ideas about safe and responsible behaviour’. We 
would like all agreements back by tomorrow. Thank you for your support with this important aspect of your 
child’s learning and their ongoing safety.      
 

Open Afternoon and School Picnic: 
We are all looking forward to this afternoon’s open classroom event and the picnic on the oval with activities for 

the students. Parents can see their child’s class in action and how we teach Social and Emotional Learning. There 

will be opportunities for interaction with your child’s teacher during the family picnic.  
 

Looking forward to catching up with you this afternoon at the open classroom followed by the picnic. 
 

Julie Soutter —Principal 

Next Friday the 1st March is Schools - Clean Up Australia Day. GPS has 
registered to participate in this event. P-2 students will be responsible 
for cleaning up the rubbish in the school yard and Years 3-4 students 
will be going to Daly reserve.  Students will have access to bags and 
gloves. 



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

Open afternoon and Family picnic 
Today is our open afternoon from 2:40-3:20pm. Families have been invited to their child’s classroom to share the 
learning experiences covered so far. Following this, families can enjoy an afternoon on the oval until 5:30pm with 
activities for all to participate in.  
 

Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to our Year 3-6 students who attended the swimming carnival on Friday. It was a great day with 
students enjoying the options of swimming in the events, lawn activities and pool fun events. These carnivals are a 
huge job to organise and run. Thank you to Mike Goodyear and his team of fabulous staff and parents for their  
assistance in making the day successful. We wish the students who are attending the next round all the best. 

 

Wellbeing 
Our students and staff have continued to embed the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS)  matrix of 
expected behaviours across the school. A parent/visitors matrix is currently being created. We would like parent 
input into this. If there are any parents that would like to contribute, you are welcome to attend our next          
wellbeing meeting on Wednesday March 6th at 3:45 – 4pm in the staffroom. A team of staff will be attending the 
next SWPBS training day in the next week.  
 

Education Support Staff 

I wanted to acknowledge the work that our Education Support staff (ES) do for our students, staff and families at 
Gisborne PS. We have staff working in classrooms to support our students with their learning, where they work 
with individual and small groups of students. Staff work in our canteen, library, and office and as part of our       
intervention literacy groups. We have recess and lunchtime activities where our ES staff    organise and supervise 
different experiences for students to participate in. We are very lucky to have wonderful, committed ES that      
support our students, families and staff.  

Kind regards, Lisa—Assistant Principal 

MATHLETICS— PAYMENT required for ALL STUDENTS  

Please note that the  payment of $10 for access to Mathletics applies to ALL students Prep to Grade 6.  If you have 

only made one payment of $10 and you have multiple children attending the school, please make an additional  

payment of $10 per child as soon as possible.  

 

 

 



 

MAD FOOD SCIENCE PARENT SEMINAR – WHAT ARE OUR KIDS EATING? 

In this FREE seminar, you'll learn about your child's participation in The Mad Food Science Program™, as well as 
gain insights into how children's lunchbox food has become Mad Food Science. 

You will learn what's hiding in common lunchbox snacks, and how these foods are impacting your child's             
concentration, learning, and behaviour in school. 

The session will also cover simple ways you can make healthy changes to your child's lunchbox, and some tactics 
to help make smooth transitions to more whole food in your family's diet. 

Just remember: WHEREVER YOU ARE AT IS TOTALLY PERFECT! 

At this seminar, there will be something for everyone, with no judgement, regardless of where you are on your 
health journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VENUE: Gisborne Primary School 

DATE: Thursday 7th March 2019     

TIME: 4:00-5:00pm 

RSVP: Friday 1st March 2019 

 

Topics that will be covered at seminar: 

 The key messages from The Mad Food Science™  Program 

 Why healthy lunchbox food is so important 
 About additives and preservatives 

 How to understand food labels 
 What to do if you're short on time 

 How to deal with fussy eaters 
 How to overcome lunchbox stress 

 What to pack in a healthy lunchbox 

 How to ensure your kids LOVE their lunch 



Weekly Wellbeing  
 

Hello!  
 

My name is Alannah, I am the student wellbeing counsellor. I started here in September last year and 
thought it was about time to introduce myself properly! I completed my Bachelor of Psychology in 2014 

and am currently undertaking my Masters in Counselling and Psychotherapy. Outside of work I look after 
my two children, Ethan age 3.5 and Zoe age 1.5.  

 
I am incredibly passionate about health and wellbeing and I feel incredibly grateful to have been given 

the opportunity to work with the children at Gisborne Primary School, in a field I love. My role is to work 
with students who are having challenges personally, socially or otherwise. I work with the students     

primarily, and at times with their family, with various strategies. My role is to provide short term support 
however, in circumstances where I feel a child or family requires ongoing support, I can assist with     

communication and referral to outside agencies.  
 

I am currently working on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30am-3:30pm. If anyone would like to 

meet with me, my office is located in the “BER” building that backs on to the oval. Alternatively, you can 

phone the school to chat with me. I am more than open to any feedback or suggestions you may have, 

so please don’t be shy!  

Each week I will aim to have a weekly wellbeing segment in the newsletter, that will cover wellbeing  
topics, tips or suggestions. I hope you enjoy them.  

 
Bye for now,  

Alannah Jansz 

Student Wellbeing Counsellor 

 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY—TUESDAY 5TH MARCH 
Personal order forms have been distributed to families this week. 

 Please do not lose these as they are specific to your child.   
  

All orders placed online by midnight on photography day will receive a free 20cm x 25cm black and white portrait 
print. 

  

PHOTO DAY TIPS: 

Dress:    We would like to remind families that students are required to be in full school        
   uniform. 
 

Footwear:   Students may wear traditional black school shoes or standard  ‘runners’ coloured  
   white, black or blue (apart from small logo).  Skate shoes or converse style ‘runners’  
   are not permitted.  Shoelaces must be either white, black or blue in line with shoe     
   colouring. 
 

Hair:    Long hair should be TIED BACK with either blue, black or white subtle accessories in  
   line with our uniform policy. 
 

Online Orders:   To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order  
 form and go to www.schoolpix.com.au  Orders can be placed online up to 2 working  
 days after photography.  You do not need to return the order form if you order online.   
 

Manual Orders:  If ordering with cash, please complete your order form and return with payment to  
   school on photography day.  

  

If ordering manually, please place the correct money in envelopes as money goes directly to SchoolPix so no 
change will be available at the office. 

  

**To order a Sibling Photo families can place on order online before 8am on photography day or to order  
manually, collect an envelope from the office and return it on photography day.  

 
 

  

 

Welcome to all new members of our PFA in 2019.   
 

We held our first meeting of the year last week and planning has begun in earnest for the year 

ahead.  
  

The PFA is the main fundraising body for the school.  Fundraising contributes to a wide range of     

areas    including ground works, as well as purchasing resources for classrooms and specialist areas 

that may not be possible otherwise.  We also offer our support to those in our school community who 

may need it.   
 

The PFA is open to any new parent, carer or friend to the school who would like to contribute to 

making our school the best possible environment for our children. 
 

Meetings are currently held on the third Monday of the month at 9:00am in the staffroom.  Meetings 

are relaxed and children are welcome.  
 

If you are interested in joining the PFA in 2019, email gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com. 

 

A survey is being sent out shortly to find out the most convenient time for parents to meet as we 

would love to have more members.   

http://www.schoolpix.com.au
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PERMISSION & PAYMENTS 
DUE 

AMOUNT DATE DUE 

 Prep to Grade 6  
Essential Education Items   

 
$225 per student via Qkr  

Please refer to your Parent Payment 
Charges Letter for further details 

 

Full payment or First 
Term Payment due 

15th March  

Mathletics  
Prep to Grade 6  

$10 per Child via Qkr   
ALL STUDENTS Preps to Grade 6 

OVERDUE 
Friday 15th Feb 

Scholastic Book Club Orders Due 
Order online  at 

www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP 
DUE Friday 22nd Feb  

by 9am 

School Council Nominations  
Parent Category 

N/A CLOSE Friday 22nd Feb  

Mad Food Science Incursion Preps 
to Grade 6 

$14 per Child via Qkr DUE Friday 1st March 

 
 

PAYMENTS, PERMISSIONS AND OTHER ITEMS DUE 

Canteen News   
  

 

SUSHI 

Sushi continues to be available on a Wednesday only on Qkr.  Please note that Sushi has a separate menu as 
orders for sushi must be made by 12pm on the Monday. 
  
CUT OFF TIMES FOR ORDERING 

All lunch orders must be placed via Qkr.  
 

The Qkr cut off time is 8:00am on Canteen day (Wednesdays and Fridays), and 
12pm Mondays for sushi orders. 
  
VOLUNTEERING IN CANTEEN 

Anyone wishing to volunteer in the school canteen requires a valid Working 
With Children Check. Checks for volunteers are free. If 
you’d like to be  put on the roster to help on a Friday, 
please  email me at: 
 spiteri.dee.d@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Thanks Dee Spiteri 

 

 

CANTEEN  

ROSTER 

Friday 22nd 

Feb 

Wednesday 

27th Feb 

9am—

11:30am 
Faye Solly & 

Jayne G  
Help Needed  

12:30—

2:30pm 

Jayne G 

1 Extra Helper 

needed 

Help Needed  

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
mailto:spiteri.dee.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
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All enquiries including registration  
Contact: Rodney Smith  

President - Gisborne Soccer Club  
0448 672 872 

 
 

Community News 

Gisborne Soccer Club 



Issue 4 Community News 



SUPPORT MY WORLDS GREATEST SHAVE! 
Hi my name is Scarlette Guarino.  I am 9 yrs old and 
attend Gisborne PS.  I have decided to shave my hair for 
The Leukaemia Foundation WORLDS GREATEST SHAVE, to 
help the families and all those affected by Blood Cancer. 
Please I ask for your help and a donation to raise money 
for this wonderful cause. I am aiming to raise $2500.  I 
have currently  raised $1800!  I am selling wrist bands for 
$5 each to help raise the money.  
 

I am shaving my hair on Saturday the 16th of March at 
half time of a Women’s Basketball match at Boardman 
stadium in Sunbury .   
 

Thankyou Scarlette 
 
Good Luck Scarlette!  Gisborne Primary School  supports 

your efforts and we look forward to your new look!! 
 
SNIP SNIP 

  
 SNIP SNIP 

   
 


