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CHALK TALK 
Diary Dates 

 

TERM TWO: 
 

JUNE 2019 
 

Thur 27th June 
Preps for 2020 Tour / Info 
Session 9:15am 
 

Frid 28th June 
-Junior School Council 
Fundraiser (RSPCA)  
 

-Last Day Term 2  
(2.30pm pick-up) 
 

TERM THREE: 
 

JULY  2019 
Mon 22nd July 
Preps for 2020 Tour / Info 
Session 9.15am 
 

Mon 29th July 
Curriculum Day Pupil Free 
Day 
 

AUGUST 2019 
Fri 30th Aug  
Curriculum Day Pupil 

Free Day 
 

 

 
 

I love holidays! 
 

The holidays are near! 
Yeh they are almost 

here... 
 

Looking forward to 
sleep ins 

Catching up with 
friends and doing lots 

of other things :) 
 

Did I tell you I love 
holidays? 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

ICT Technician   
The school is provided with a technician 9.5 hours per week to support our 
technology infrastructure, software and devices. Ravi Kanneganti has been a 
technician in the Macedon Ranges and at our school for the last seven years. Ravi 
has secured extra days at a school near his home. We thank Ravi for his excellent 
service to Gisborne PS. Our new technician Anthony Cippola started in the role this 
week. Anthony has been working in several schools in the Western suburbs and is 
looking forward to supporting our staff and students with their information, 
communication, teaching and learning. 
 

Old LP records 
The office recently found 20 old LPs (W&G Record Processing Co) in the store 
room and we are wondering if there is any expertise in our community around what 
we should do with these. If you would like to look at them, call by the office.  
 

New staff, classrooms and learning opportunities for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  
Next Wednesday or Thursday, 3A (Justine Elliott) and 3C (Alex Furphy) will be 
moving to their new spaces in the Horseshoe classrooms. The finishing touches are 
nearly complete and some concreting/drainage outside the toilets nearby is being 
done to minimise the large puddles of water that have been occurring in this area.  
 

On Thursday, the Year 5 students will be moving into their new classrooms at the 
end of the BER on the north side. Their classes will continue to be adjoining so they 
can share their learning and support in their new spaces. Both classes will be 
supported by Sarah Russell with their Literacy and Numeracy. Allison Milsom who 
has been the third teacher supporting the Year 5s will be sharing the Year 1C class 
with Barb McRae from Week 3 next semester when Felicity Purcell will be starting 
family leave. Barb and Felicity will be contacting parents soon regarding this. Year 6 
parents have also been notified that Laura Lopes-Vieira and her husband will be 
working in London from July this year. We have appointed a teacher to replace 
Laura for Semester 2. Andrew Caminiti has worked as an educator for nearly 24 
years and we are very pleased to welcome him to our staff.   
 

Year 5/6s will have the use of the BER breakout area and a third classroom that will 
be shared by all the 5/6s next semester. During the July vacation, it is hoped that 
the new furniture for the spaces in the middle of the BER arrives. This furniture will 
be conducive to small collaborative group learning for all of the 5/6 classes as well 
as a space for any year level to get together for special events or year level 
learning. There will also be tables and chairs to accommodate our extension 
opportunities such as Maths Olympiad and Writers Groups when students from 
several year levels work together to challenge themselves and make the most of 
their learning.  
 

Landscaping support from the community 
We are currently preparing a Landcare grant to cultivate the new retaining wall in 
Prince St and some other areas to increase biodiversity in the school grounds. Are 
there any parents in our community who have landscaping businesses or contacts 
who could quote for this work or support the school in some way?  Please contact 
me or the office for more details.  
 

Stay warm 
Julie Soutter 
 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
 
 
Parent Engagement at GPS 

Building Parent Engagement and a positive home/school relationship is through the school and parents 

working together for the education of the children. At GPS, parent engagement involves: 

 Supporting your child with their reading at home 

 Supporting your child with their homework 

 Reading Seesaw messages and posts 

 Supporting your child with Mathletics tasks 

 Being positive about school and GPS 

 Talking with your child about their day 

 Reinforcing the school values 

 Discussion around their Student Agency and how they are progressing with their personal goals 
 

We value our parents and families and thank you for continuing to build a positive home/school            

partnership with the school.  
 

Drop off Zone 

In the GPS Parent and Visitor Matrix it outlines the expectations for the drop off zone. For the drop off zone 

to be a successful, calm and safe place to drop children off each morning we need parent support and 

understanding. In recent weeks, there have been some close calls with children’s safety being             

compromised due to driver behaviour. Please see below the sections from the Parent Matrix outlining the 

behaviours from our school community when accessing the Drop off zone. We love that families are using 

the zone, however, we need to always ensure the children are safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Uniform policy – resubmitted 

It has been brought to our attention that some students require reminders about our uniform policy. Some 

key elements are: 

 Students with shoulder length hair or longer are expected to have their hair tied back (we currently 

have some cases of head lice and we encourage students and parents to be vigilant with this). 

 Nail polish is not permitted to be worn at school. 

 Hair accessories need to be in line with the school colours – this excludes the large ‘Jo-Jo bows 

which are bright colours. 

Please see the full uniform policy on our school website.  

Have a wonderful weekend 

Regards, Lisa Maxwell 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 



 

 

In Writers Club this week we were learning about the importance of 

editing, word selection, punctuation and writer’s voice when           

producing a text. We were set the challenge of creating a 6 word 

memoir about ourselves where our audience would be able identify 

something about our personality or thoughts, likes or dislikes, based 

on just 6 words. Below are some of our inspiring pieces.  
 

 

 

 
Annoying: They say to stop… I continue.  
 

My very best friend has pages. 
Livin’ the past, havin’ a blast!          

Ooh… ouch! Wow!!! Play, explore, repeat. 
Play! Lose. Play! Win! Have fun.  

Laugh! Play. Explore… discover? Ouch! Life.  
Bark. Play. Eat. Drink. Sleep. Repeat.  

  My dog. Your dog? Our dog! 

Seek, slip, redo. Work, victory, rest.    
Take what gives, give what takes. 

Math life. Football life. My life.    
Hurry, hurry, no time to lose! 

Ink, paper, I need a computer.     

Playing till I’m old and grey 

Laughing is the cure for reality         
                                             Kindness hides my beauty and power 

Sounds of beauty is my life  
   I am annoying, so are siblings. 

My ultimate companion, my best friend.   
Laughing is the cure of lies. 

Don’t call me weird – I’m unique!    
“Being different is basically a gift.” 

Books. Reading. Reading. Books. Read books!   
“I live basketball, is that OK?” 

Thinking, playing, falling, repeat, Skyward Sword  

 
I do 2432 sport sessions yearly! 

Best friends forever, always laughing together  
 

Yeah that’s me! the onlY chatterbox! 

 
Cliff the amazing mini red dog  

Am I annoying? Can be annoying… 
 

Writers Club  



 

KITCHEN GARDEN 
Last week we planted the last of the old veggie beds with 
sugar snap peas, bush peas and broad beans. The       
students grew these from seed, in newspaper pots, in their 
classroom. The newspaper is biodegradable so we planted 
them pot and all. We tasted rocket and giant mustard 
leaves and used a variety of words to describe how they 
tasted and how they made our mouths feel (mostly hot, 
peppery and spicy). Then we put a few of the plants in the 
beds. We checked on our worms, they were busy eating 
carrots, apple cores and other lunch scraps. We talked 
about deciduous trees, evergreen trees, the Winter       
Solstice, and different ways trees have adapted to suit 
their environment. We mixed the compost over adding    
coffee grounds, veggie scraps and shredded paper to the 
leaves. Variety is the key to great compost. If you have 
some food scraps (no meat/dairy/citrus) or some manure 
(no dog/cat/human) that you would like to add to help our 
compost please leave these at the gate on Brantome 
Street on Thursday mornings so that we can add it to the 
compost during our Kitchen Garden session (11.30am to 
1pm) 
 
Please feel free to contact me 
on melanie.matthews@bigpond.com if you have any    
comments/advice/queries. 
 

 

STUDENT REPORTS 
 

Student reports will be emailed out to families this Friday June 21st. Reviewed Individual Learning Plans (ILP) will 
be sent home with children who are on an ILP on the same day, along with the Parent Matrix and a template to 
complete before Parent / Teacher Interviews on Tuesday 25th June. 
 
Student achievement statements on reports will look a little different this year. Teachers and Curriculum Leaders 
have been working together to create ‘I can’ statements that reflect the Victorian Curriculum Achievement      
Standards in both English and Maths. The ‘I can’ statements have been developed to support our Student Agency 
focus and to make each achievement standard more student and parent friendly. On student reports, you will 
see ‘I can’ statements that your child / children have achieved at the Victorian Curriculum level that they are 
working on or have achieved. 
Submitted by Bree Scott  (Curriculum Leader) 

Junior School Council — Fundraiser for RSPCA 

               Last Day Term 2  
 

On Friday the 28th of June which is the last day of Term 2, the Junior 
School Council will be holding a fundraiser to raise money for the RSPCA.   

 
 

In keeping with the animal theme, students are asked to come dressed as 
their favourite animal.   

 
 

 A gold coin donation will be collected with proceeds going directly to the 
RSPCA.   

 
 

mailto:melanie.matthews@bigpond.com


 

Congratulations to the following students who received the Student of the Week Award last week 

PA — Thomas M 
PB —  Livinia C 
PC — Archer L 
PD — Sadie H 
PD — Levi R 
1D —  Abigail L 
1C — Emily K 
3B — Roxy M 
4A — Cody K 
4B —  Monique M 
4B — Jessica K 
4C — Robbie V 
 
 

5B — Chloe B 
6A — Connor M 
6A — Sienna W 
6A —  Sophie M 
6C — Olivia H 
 
Artists of the Week: 
Prep — Emma F 
Grades 1/2 — Bailey F 
Grades 3/4 — Alice N 
Grades 5/6 — Claire A 
 

 

PAYMENTS, PERMISSIONS AND OTHER ITEMS DUE 

PERMISSION & PAYMENTS DUE AMOUNT DATE DUE 

 
2nd Term Instalment for Family 

Fees. $56.25   
 

Qkr Payment  
OVERDUE 

 Friday 7th June 

 
Camps, Sports & Education  

Funding (CSEF) $125 per student 
 

Applications to office & copy of  
current HCC 

No later than last day 
Term 2 (Friday 28th 
June). No extensions 

available 

 

Sustainability at Gisborne  

Primary school 
 

This year the Sustainability Committee at Gisborne Primary School has been looking at ways to reduce the amount 
of waste in our school. One significant contributor to the  waste is the packets of JJs and Corn Toss that are sold in 
our school canteen.  A recommendation from students  as a way to reduce the large amount of packets we have in 

bins and floating around the yard is to only sell these items one day a week.   
 

Starting in Term 3, students will only be able to purchase JJs and Corn Toss on a Friday. It is hoped that the         
students purchasing these items will be more mindful of their disposal of the packets in the future. Our               

sustainability team will monitor how this goes.  Submitted by Mrs Dodd  
 

JJ’s and Corn Toss will only be available on  

Fridays in Term 3 from the canteen.   



Community News 
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Community News 

Gisborne Library – Holiday Fun – No Joke! 
 

The Gisborne Library is holding the following event during the school holidays.   
 

What’s the Joke Show ?  

Presented by ABC for Kids Author & Entertainer Andy Jones  
 

Friday 5th July  10-11am.  

Bookings required at ncgrl.vic.gov.au or 5428 3962  

 

Kids should be prepared to get brained with the most ridiculously funny jokes and cool music!  

 

Kids aged between 3 -12 years can join bestselling-author and entertainer, Andy Jones, when he presents his wild-

ly popular musical show. They’ll be dancing, acting, joke-telling and more (don’t forget to bring your own jokes to 

tell on the day!).  

 
GISBORNE LIBRARY  
Ph: 5428 3962 | 8 Hamilton Street Gisborne 3437 
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