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CHALK TALK 

Diary Dates 
 
 

2020 
TERM ONE: 
 

MARCH 2020 
Fri 20th March 
*NO ASSEMBLY 
UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE 
*National Day of 
Action Against 
Violence & Bullying  
Wear a touch of 
orange 
 

Sat 21st March 
*Harmony Day 
 

Fri 27th Mar 
*Last Day Term 1. 
Early finish 2.25pm 
 
TERM TWO: 
 

APRIL 2020 
Tue 14th April 
*1st Day Term 2 
 

Wed 29th April 
*School Council Mtg 
 

JUNE 2020 
Wed 10th June 
*School Council Mtg 
 

Fri 26th June 
*Last day Term 2 

 

 

For the Love  
of  

Chocolate! 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear families, 19th March 
 
Our classes and timetable are as usual across the school, with only slightly more 
students absent because families are being more vigilant in keeping children home 
who are unwell – about 2-3 per class. I really appreciate the efforts of our teachers to 
ensure our children are having a routine day with engaging learning and connection 
with their friends including prompts about good hygiene. This is especially important 
given we don’t know how long these disruptions will continue and whether there are 
likely to be more wide-spread lock-downs. Let’s hope we can keep our schools open 
and play our part in delivering education and supporting emergency and health 
organisations to provide their essential services. If students are ill there is home 
learning on our web-site and we are in the process of establishing some online 
learning for all year levels in case of school closures.    
 

2020 School Council and Sub-Committees 
At our school council AGM last night Tamara Sullivan was elected our school council 
president, Jarrod Byham is the treasurer and we welcomed new members, Ian 
Boorman, Kristie Lawson and Barbara Blake, representing PFA.  We thank our 
outgoing members who did not renominate: Jo Markham (who was our president over 
the past three years), Justin Greed and Bernice Mathers. We thank each of them for 
their fantastic contribution to school council.  If parents would like to join one of our 
sub-committees please contact the office or one of the school council members: 
Education and Policy; Facilities; Canteen and Grants. 
   

Amazing Race 
This was a fantastic event and we thank all of the PFA members who organised it. My 
team wasn’t the fastest but we had a great time, especially solving the Scavenger 
Hunt clues.  Thank you to the majority of teams who enjoyed the day with the 
appropriate competitive spirit. It was disappointing to hear that some participants 
were not adhering to our parent/student behaviour matrix around respecting one 
another and the Amazing Race organisers.  All PFA services, activities and events 
are organised by volunteers who spend many hours working to put these on for our 
children and our school community. Funds raised through activities or events 
ultimately benefit all students as we are able to enhance their schooling experience 
by purchasing agreed ‘wish list’ items for the school. Our volunteers are incredibly 
important to us - please treat them with respect. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL NOT BE ANY FURTHER ASSEMBLIES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

FUNDRAISING 
CHOCOLATES 
AND MONEY 

~ 
NEED TO BE 
RETURNED 

NOW 
~ 

PLEASE 
DON’T DELAY 

~ 
EASTER  

BUNNY IS ON 
HIS WAY!! 

Mrs Soutter’s 
team which  
participated in  
last weekend’s Amazing 
Race.  It was a fantastic 
event.. 
 
Thank you to our 
hard working PFA  
members who put 
in a lot of work in 
organising and running 
this event.  
 
THANK YOU PFA! 



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONT’D 
 

 ‘4 Bins RRR Great’ 
Students in Yrs 3-6 are currently working on a persuasive text 
around the topic of the new bin system in the Macedon 
Ranges. This is a way for them to experience an authentic 
writing opportunity as well as to learn more about our new 
recycling system.  We are looking for the best writing pieces to 
publish in our newsletters next term. Finished pieces need to 
be handed to class teachers by Tuesday. Teachers have 
produced a rubric for students to refer to and also a student 
planner to support their writing. Their reading tasks for the 
week have related to environmental issues associated with 
landfill and recycling issues.   
 
Statement regarding School Closures in Victoria and 
Ongoing Learning 
There are daily updates sent from DET to principals for communicating to school communities as needed.  
When these apply to our school I will continue to send to parents via newsletter or email; we have also 
created a tab on the website for Home Learning, Updates and Hygiene. The current advice is for schools to 
remain open for a number of reasons as outlined in the letter provided by Dr Brett Sutton - Victorian Chief 
Health Officer and Chief Human Biosecurity Officer sent to parents on Monday.  Chief Medical Officer, Dr 
Brendan Murphy says that while COVID-19 is spreading rapidly, children have “very few instances of 
clinical disease. We believe very strongly that it is in the best interest of the country to keep schools open,” 
Dr Murphy said. “While the restrictions are hard it would be harder if schools were to be closed”.  Alannah, 
our Wellbeing Counsellor will be available for students who may be feeling anxious about the current 
situation (using the usual referral process through the teacher). Whilst teachers are not discussing  
COVID-19, where needed they are promoting a positive mindset on what’s in our control. Alannah will 
support teachers with supporting students to manage factors that are out of their control.   Please see 
attached the latest advice received from Dr Brett Sutton this afternoon.  
 
School Review, Student and Parent Feedback Groups  
We had the second day of our school review on Monday. Our reviewer and Senior Education Improvement 
Leader talked to groups of student from P-2, 3/4 and 5/6 about their learning experience. They also spoke 
to a group of parents about their child’s educational experience at Gisborne Primary School over the last  
3-4 years. The reviewer will be providing a summary of this feedback in his report which will be available 
early next term.  Our final day is Monday when we will start preparing our 2020-2023 Strategic Plan.  
 
Modified Cross Country Run on Wednesday  
We had to cancel our 3-6 cross country yesterday and we know many of the students were disappointed. 
However we have decided to give our students the opportunity to complete the run next Wednesday at our 
usual 12.25 fitness run time which will be extended to 15 minutes. Students may wear their house colours 
on Wednesday and the number of laps they complete will be recorded as part of a mini-house challenge. 
The community leaders and house captains will collect the points at lunch eating time on Wednesday and 
we'll work out the champion house using an average system. This will ensure our House Championship 
Cup is still alive and kids get a strong message about keeping fit and healthy during this difficult time; most 
importantly they'll have a bit of fun at a time when many events are being cancelled. They can dress up in 
their house colours to get into the spirit of the run.  
 
Canteen – reduced hours during COVID 19 uncertainty 
We have been trialling a new menu and a way to reduce the number of orders on a Friday in the canteen 
this term. With daily changing requirements and uncertainty around COVID-19 as well as the need to take 
some time to look at the menu and availability of ingredients, we have decided to close the canteen during 
the first two weeks of Term 2. We have also decided to resume to just two days a week from next term, 
Wednesday and Friday from Week 3. There will only be over-the-counter sales on the last day of this term, 
Friday, 27th March. 
 
Please note there will be no assembly until further notice however our leaders will provide a Public Address 
system short assembly each Friday. 

 
Best wishes 
Julie Soutter 
  

 



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

Open Afternoon and Family Picnic 
Thank you very much to the many families who attended our open afternoon and picnic last 

Thursday. It was great to see so many visitors in classrooms interacting with their children and 

students participating in the activities on the oval. I had many parents provide positive feedback 

regarding the afternoon. Thank you to the staff for their ongoing work and to the students for 

organising the activities.  
 

Supporting our families 
We know there is a lot of talk around at the moment in regards to the Coronavirus. We are 

operating as close to ‘normal’ as possible. We are continuing to get updates from the Education 

Department and will communicate the relevant information to families as they come to hand. 

We are discussing good hygiene practices with our students and reminding students about this 

regularly.  
 

Please refer to the visual images regarding our communication with students.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a link to a clip for washing hands which is great for children to watch 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/soapy-hero 

For further information, please visit the link below. We have included ideas for ‘At home 

learning’, DET latest advice and dhhs website.  

http://www.gisborneps.vic.edu.au/corona-virus-advice.html 
 

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence is on Friday 

March 20th. The focus this year is to take a stand together against 

bullying and as a school we want to support our students to stand up 

against nastiness and students who are mean towards others.  
 

To promote ‘standing together’ we encourage our students to wear a 

touch of orange on Friday March 20th. This could be a hair accessory, 

socks wristband or t-shirt. We encourage our students to wear the school uniform with a touch or 

orange.  
 

Kind regards, Lisa 

 

 

 

 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/soapy-hero
http://www.gisborneps.vic.edu.au/corona-virus-advice.html


Congratulations to the following students who received the Student of the Week Award last week 

 
 
PB—  William B 
PE— Emily M 
1C— Amalia R 
2B— Phoenix G 
 
 

 
5B— Benjamin L 
5C— Dannika L 
6A— Ava B 
6B— Kale M 
6C— Ruby C 
 

DIVISION SWIMMING  
On the 10th of March a group of 9 students represented  

Gisborne Primary in the Division swimming, Holly and Alice N, 

Caitlin and Alyssa G, Sienna and Molly C, Charlie C, Holly V and 

Claire A. Everyone did a great job and achieved a top three  

placing, taking home a ribbon. Good luck to Holly N and Caitlin  

G for making it to the next level in their individual events. We 

would like to thank the parents for taking us down and the kids 

for putting in 100%. 

Submitted by Holly and Caitlin  

 

 

 

 

 

WELL DONE EVERYONE! GREAT EFFORT 
 

 



PARENT PAYMENTS - 2020 

 
PAYMENT OPTIONS 

 
AMOUNT 

 
DATE REQUIRED BY 

Full Amount – Technology 
Refer to schedule and letter for 

year level charges 

  
Overdue 

Full Amount – School fees 
  

$225.00 Per Student/ per year 

 

Friday 20th Mar 2020 

OR School fees of $225.00 divid-
ed over 4 terms as per below 

  

  
1ST Term Instalment / School fees 

 
$56.25 per Student/ per term 

  
Friday 20th Mar 2020 

  
2nd Term Instalment /  School fees 

 
$56.25 per Student/per term 

  
Friday 5th June 2020 

  
3rd Term Instalment / School fees 

  
$56.25 per Student/per term 

  
Friday 28th Aug 2020 

  
4th Term Instalment / School fees 

  
$56.25 per Student/per term 

  
Friday 6th Nov 2020 

Mr G’s OXFAM walk—$800 raised for OXFAM! 
 
Yesterday the decision was made to cancel Oxfam Trailwalker Melbourne 2020 in line with Federal and 
State government strategies to slow the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Although the  
cancellation of the Melbourne event is of course disappointing from a personal perspective, I’m very 
much aware that the safety and protection of the community comes first. The fact that we’ve been able  
to raise over $800 dollars for people who will need that money more than ever is something the school 
community should be very proud of.  
 
I am extremely grateful for all your support in the lead up to Oxfam Trailwalker Melbourne. As far as the 
walk goes, I won’t let the 3am morning training sessions or 50 km training walks go to waste. I’m  
planning on doing a separate walk (away for the crowds) during the holiday period. 
 
Thanks again for all your support. 
Michael Goodyear 

Esmart topic of the week: Control the Troll Within 

There be trolls out there – beware! Don’t feed them, don’t give them what they want: an angry response. Block/
Report the trolls. But also: resist the inner troll. If you’re not adding something to the debate online, don’t bother. 

Don’t be part of the problem. 

  
Conversation starter: ask your child if they have witnessed trolling online. It might be YouTube 

comments, messaging or online gaming 

.  



ACTIVITY / DATE PERMISSION/COST 
DUE DATE  

PERMISSION AND 
PAYMENTS  

Student Technology Payment 2020 
Refer to schedule and letter for 

year level changes 
OVERDUE 

Local Excursion Permission 
All Students 

Online Permission only OVERDUE 

Grade 4 Kitchen Garden Program 2020 Payment only OVERDUE 

Student School Fees 2020 
Full payment $225 or Term 1 
instalment $56.25 per student 

Friday 20th March  

 

PERMISSIONS FOR ACTIVITIES AND PAYMENTS INFORMATION 

CANTEEN NEWS 
Over counter sales only—Friday 27th March last day Term 1 
Please note that next week on Friday is the last day of Term 1.  The canteen will only be open for over the counter 
sales.  No lunch orders will be available.   
 

No icecreams available on menu Term 2 and 3 
Please note that all ice-cream varieties will not be available as usual in Term 2 and 3.  They will be back on the 
menu again in Term 4!  

 
Please consider being a volunteer helper in Term 2 
The canteen relies heavily on parent helpers to operate each week.  Friday is our busiest day of the week. We 
would love to see some new and old faces back in our canteen to help each week.  Rebecca Morgan our Canteen 
Manager appreciates all of her helpers and welcomes any newcomers.  If you can help, please contact Rebecca by 
email  at Morgan.Rebecca.R@edumail.vic.gov.au.  Note that our canteen will be closed for the first 2 weeks of 
Term 2 and will only be open on Wednesdays and Fridays from week 3.  

LOST PROPERTY ITEMS 
~LOST BUT NOT FOUND~ 

We encourage all students and families to check the lost property area.  There are still many items in this 
area, most of them unnamed.  Please label all belongings.  Labels can be done by using an indelible black 
texta.  We seek your cooperation in helping to identify what lost property items belong to which student.  
Items include the school uniform, lunch boxes and drink bottles.  Unlabelled items will be cleared out 
when the pile becomes too big.  The remaining unlabelled items will be passed to the PFA for the second 
hand uniform shop if not collected.  

SCHOOL BANKING & REWARDS  
PAUSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Notice from CommBank School Banking  

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our people is our first priority. Due to the rapidly          

developing situation with coronavirus, School Banking has been temporarily paused from 20 March 2020 until the 

start of Term 2. Please don’t bring your deposit book with your weekly banking into school and we will notify you 

when banking will recommence.  



COLOUR RUN FOR OXFAM 
 
Last Friday our students completed a colour run to raise money for Oxfam.  The students had a great run 
and caught many colours!  Over $800 was raised which will definitely help many disadvantaged children 
overseas in a range of practical ways.  Many thanks to Ms Holt for organising this event, along with our 
Student Leaders.  

 
RUNNING TO HELP OTHER CHILDREN IN NEED 

 
 

CATCHING COLOUR FOR HARMONY 



 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising chocolates — money overdue….. 
Money raised for selling the Cadbury Easter eggs was due on Monday.  If you have not yet 

passed the money you raised to the office, please do so as soon as possible.  Any Easter eggs 

you have not sold also need to be returned to the office.  We thank all families who have sold 

the Cadbury Easter Eggs.  This is one of our major fundraisers for Gisborne Primary School for the 

year, so your efforts are greatly appreciated.  Thank you!  
 

Easter Bunny is visiting us on the last day of Term! 
  
Easter Bunny is planning to take time out of his busy schedule to visit our school on the last day of 

term. The PFA will be assisting him to deliver Easter eggs to classrooms. Please be assured that 

this will be done with minimal contact but still in a fun and happy way. 
  

Please contact the PFA at gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com should you wish to opt out, have your 

child/ren receive an apple instead, or if would like to provide an alternative that can be given. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Hand Uniform Shop — Postponed until Term 2 
 

The PFA has postponed the Second-hand Uniform Stall that was previously advertised for this  

Friday 20th March and apologise for any inconvenience with this change.  We now plan to hold 

the stall in Term 2.  If parents have any enquiries about second-hand uniforms in the meantime, 

please email gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com 

Playground update… 
 

Another beautiful space for our students to  
Enjoy.  
 
We have artificial turf around this beautiful tree  
right next to our mud kitchens.  
 
We will continue to look at ideas to improve the 
school grounds.   
 
Many thanks to Claire Dean in our Office who 
has been instrumental in improving our various 
outdoor play areas.  
 
 

mailto:gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com
mailto:gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com


THE AMAZING AMAZING RACE!  

IT WAS AMAZING…... 

 











Community News 


