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CHALK TALK 
Diary Dates 

 

TERM THREE: 
 

JULY  2019 
Mon 22nd July 
Preps for 2020 Tour / Info 
Session 9.15am 
 

PFA Meeting 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 23rd July 
District Netball Division 
Final  
 

Wed 24th July 
District AFL Division Final 
 

Mon 29th July 
Curriculum Day Pupil Free 
Day 
 
 

AUGUST 2019 
Tues 20th Aug 
Start Smart Incursion Gr 1 
 

Frid 23rd Aug 
District Basketball 
 

Fri 30th Aug  
Curriculum Day Pupil 

Free Day 
 
SEPTEMBER 2019 
Wed 4th Sept 
CommBank Smart Start 
Program Gr 6 
 

Fri 6th Sept 
District Hot Shots 
Tennis 
 

Thurs 12th Sept 
Division Athletics 
 

Wed 18th Sept 
District Softball 
 

Frid 20th Sept 
Last Day Term 3. Early 
pick up 225pm 
 
 

TERM FOUR: 
 

Mon 7th Oct 
First Day Term 4 
 

Grade 6 Camp 
27th to 29th Nov 
 

20th Dec 
Last Day Term 4 
(2.25pm pick-up) 
 

Welcome Back! 
Class in packed.. 

 

Holidays go fast  
Lots of laughs! 

 

Enjoy Term 3 
Hee hee hee 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
 

Dear Families, 
 

Completion of Stage 1 Building Project and Proposed Playground Works 
 The Year 3s and 5s have all moved into their new classrooms, the building compounds 
have been removed and we now have proposed broad plans for Stage 2 of the building 
project which will begin mid-2020.  
 

During Term 3 we will be putting further play space plans in place now that we are aware of 
the areas of the playground that will not be impacted by the Stage 2 building works next 
year. Our initial considerations include another sand pit and gaga pit however we will be 
surveying students and observing their play to ensure the placement of all new play pieces 
and equipment will be effective in terms of safety and access for students and the overall 
flow of the playground. We are also working with Macedon Ranges Shire Council to plan for 
the creation of at least two basketball/netball courts.  If you would be interested in being 
on our new PlaySpace committee to have input into these plans please contact me or Claire 
Dean at the office. 
 

Semester 2 areas of focus  
This term Bernadette McKenna will be working at Gisborne Primary School through the 
Unlocking Potential Principal preparation program. To familiarise Bernadette with our 
school she has been working with me to monitor our progress with our Annual 
Implementation Plan goals and actions. This evaluation has prompted the establishment of 
several initiatives to support staff and programs to work towards our goals:  
 Critical Thinking and Student Agency 
 Home/School partnership including attendance, diaries and homework 
 Student Leadership, Voice and Oral Language including student feedback around all 

aspects of their educational experience 
 Technologies to support the effective teaching of Design and Digital Technologies 

and to resource the program as we progress towards shared devices across the 
school and phase out the BYOD program 

 Further professional learning for our Professional Learning Communities and 
leadership capacity building for teachers   

 

A few words from Bernadette………….. I am currently undertaking the Principal Preparation 
course through Bastow, and will be working with Julie and staff at Gisborne Primary in Term 
3. Gisborne Primary was recommended to me as a school of excellence with dynamic 
leadership.  I am really looking forward to learning from and with staff. I have been an 
Acting Principal in other schools and have lived and taught in a wide variety of schools in 
Victoria, Tasmania, NSW and the NT. I am excited about the Critical Thinking, Homework 
and School Partnership, Student Agency and Student Leadership initiatives at Gisborne. I 
have a particular interest in Numeracy, wellbeing and student agency in learning. The 
student agency initiative will support teachers and students to use a variety of tools to assist 

students to set their own learning goals. This leads to greater independence, engagement 
and improved learning for students. Thank you for the warm welcome I have received. I look 
forward to meeting you. 
 
 

Looking forward to a great term—Julie Soutter (Principal) 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
 
 
 
Welcome to Term 3. I hope you had a lovely two weeks.  

 

Staffing 

We welcome Andrew Caminiti to Gisborne Primary School who is replacing Laura Lopes-Vieira and   

teaching 6B for the remainder of the year. Looking forward to having Andrew on our school staff.  

We thank Laura for her contribution to the school over the many years and wish her well in her next       

adventure which involves teaching in London. We hope to see her back at GPS soon.  
 

Wellbeing 

This term in wellbeing we have a teacher working with us from a school called YARRA ME. She will be 

working across the school to support students and staff. She will be supporting the school in areas such as 

strategies for ensuring a calm classroom with structures and routine, strategies to support students who 

find it difficult to self-regulate and putting in place documentation to assist the school.  

She will be a great resource for the school in providing strategies and ideas when working with students.  
 

Student Agency and Voice 

The year 5 students facilitated a task for all students to demonstrate their student agency through naming 

the new double storey portable. After contributions and voting, the new portable will now be known as 

‘The Quad’.  
 

Building works 

It’s great to have our building works complete and have some extra space around the school.   The      

students have commented on how much room there is to play. Classes are in their new rooms and have 

settled into their new spaces.  
 

Home school Partnership 

All students have a student diary and have been working towards our school value of Responsibility when 

using these. These are a great resource and include activities that students can complete at home.  

Students are required to fill out their diary by including their reading each night and writing in any          

important dates such as when homework is due, sporting dates, excursions, incursions and whole school 

activities. Staff are working with the students at school on building these skills with being responsible and 

organised. To further support your children, please assist them at home to complete these tasks through 

reminders and encouragement.  

 

Prep enrolments 2020 

We have had many new families attend the several 

school tours held at GPS over the last term. Enrolments for 

2020 have been coming in very quickly. We encourage 

families with students attending Gisborne PS in 2020 to 

hand their enrolment forms in to the office by September 

1st. If you know anyone planning to attend GPS in any 

year level next year, please remind them to hand in their 

forms by the due date.  

 

 

We’re looking forward to a wonderful term of learning.  

Enjoy the weekend.    

 

Lisa Maxwell—Assistant Principal 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 



Trip to Bendigo Chinese Museum 
 

On the 15th of July both of the grade 5 classes went to the Bendigo Chinese Museum. We went to learn more about 
migration. 

 

At 9am we jumped on the bus, it took us an hour to get there.  We had lots of fun singing, laughing and telling  
stories.  

 

On arrival we caught a glimpse of bats hanging from a nearby park which was very exciting. Once we entered the 
Chinese Museum the two grade 5 classes were split into a tour and a Chinese Opera mask making activity. We 

learnt about the ceremonial dragons and length, how life was for Chinese gold miners and their culture in Bendigo.  
 

After our time in the Museum we went to Rosalind Park,  this was the original mining site of the gold rush in      
Bendigo. We climbed the Poppet Head so that we could get a view over the town of Bendigo. It was very tall, very 

old and very intriguing.  
 

After a long day of exploring the Grade 5 classes were looking forward to going home for a big rest. We had a great 
day and we would like to thank our parent helpers,   the staff at the Museum and last but not least the bus drivers.  

 

Written by all of Grade 5.  

 

 

 

 



 

Grandparents caring for grandchildren or other children 

Morning Tea 
 

Barbara Davis is the Chaplain at Gisborne Secondary College.  Each term she tries to connect with 
grandparents who are caring for their grandchildren or other children.  She holds a morning tea at     
Gisborne Secondary College to enable such people to get together.  The next morning tea is scheduled 
for Monday the 29th of July at 10 am. 
 
At the morning tea, people share stories, talk about different types of support they may need, and        
connect with others in the same position. 
 
Barb is also happy for people to contact her directly by email or phone, whatever they find easiest. 
 
Her contact details are:  
 
Barbara Davis 
Chaplain 
Gisborne Secondary College 
Davis.barb.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
54283691 
0411209972 
 

Caring ~ Sharing ~ Supporting 

Assistance for Canteen — Friday helpers needed 
Each Friday the canteen needs volunteers to help with the preparation and serving of food 

from the canteen.  If you can offer an hour or two—all help is  

gratefully appreciated!  You just need a current Working with Children Check to help out.  If you 

are available—just email the office at gisborne.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

CANTEEN  

ROSTER 
Fri 19th July Fri 26th July Fri 2nd Aug 

9am—

11:30am 

2 helpers  

required 

2 helpers  

required 

2 helpers  

required 

12:30—

2:30pm 

Michelle 

Armistead & 

1 

 more helper  

required 

2 helpers  

required 

Michelle 

Armistead & 

1 

 more helper  

required 

mailto:Davis.barb.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


Congratulations to the following students who received the Principals 
Award at our last assembly in Term 2 

Principals Award 
Lenny M (3A) 
Cooper I (3B) 
Ruby R (4A) 
Ethan A (4C) 
Claire B (5A) 
Eli R (5A) 
Skyler K (5A) 
Abbey I (5B) 
Wynta C (5B) 
William L (6A) 
 

 

 
 

Next meeting: 

Our next PFA meeting will be held  next Monday the 22nd of July at 7.30pm.  All welcome.  The meeting 

will be held In the staff room in the administration building.   
 

Join the PFA on Facebook! 

 

Our Parent’s and Friends Association (PFA) contributes to the wellbeing of the school community by       

encouraging the participation of all parents in the life of the school and the education of their children.  

  

To increase engagement within our school community, an official Facebook group for Gisborne Primary 

School’s Parents and Friends has been created which is moderated and managed by volunteers from the 

PFA. The purpose of this group is to foster and maintain our school community in a caring, respectful,  

courteous and responsible manner by sharing news and information from the PFA to parents. 

  

This is a closed group (requiring approval to join) and will include teachers, parents/carers and staff. If you 

would like to join the group, please click on the following link:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/gisborneprimaryPFA/?ref=share.  You will be asked to confirm your 

association with the school and agree to the Group rules (which are in line with the School’s new Parent 

Behaviour Matrix that was sent home in hard copy last week, or can be accessed via the school website). 

If you have any questions regarding the group, please email gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com. 

  

Please note: the weekly school newsletter is the main form of communication between home and school. 

While the PFA Facebook Group will post various updates relating to PFA activities and events, this           

Facebook group is not responsible for capturing all school news and announcements so please ensure 

you take the time to read the newsletter emails to stay informed. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FgisborneprimaryPFA%2F%3Fref%3Dshare&data=02%7C01%7Cdahlstrom.ilsa.l%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cd8604304b26d4cc092ca08d6f9ebb555%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C
mailto:gisborneprimarypfa@gmail.com
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