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Yr. 6 Graduation 
Evening  
 
Fri 18th Dec 
Last day Term 4 
Early Dismissal 
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12:30pm) 
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TERM ONE  
 

JAN 2021 

 
Fri 29th Jan 

 First Day Term 1  
All year levels. 

 Preps finish at 
10.30am 

 
 
 

Dear families,       

I would like to thank all the parents and carers for their significant role this year in the home/school 

partnership to support their children with daily lessons over several months of remote learning. Your 

everyday encouragement and commitment to their education, both when learning in the classroom 

and at home, is critical in their attitudes to learning and their educational success.    

 

2021 Staff and Farewell: 

We would like to thank the staff who are leaving - Olivia Sinclair-Thomson, Sarah Rodgers, Brittany 
Mole, Liam Gomez-Kervin and Karen Masterton - for their contribution to GPS, and wish them well 
for the future. You will be missed! 
 
It is with great pleasure we welcome our new and returning staff to Gisborne Primary in 2021. We 
look forward to them joining our dynamic team. Please find below an outline of our staff: 
 
Foundation: Carmen Thomson, Leisha Jamieson, Bec Underwood, Nicole Palmer, Josyne Spiteri -
Fenton (new) 
Year 1: Sarah Stuart-Higgs, Clare Daly, Barb McRae, Claire Jungfer (new) 
Year 2: Christy Holt, Kathryn Blake/Felicity Purcell, Giulia Bitsonis (new)  
Year 3: Alex Furphy, Rachael Beesley, Leeanne Potter, Keeley Moon (new) 
Year 4: Belinda Scott, Sheree Werrett, Penny Keehner 
Year 5: Carla Dodd/Felicity Purcell, Laura Lopes-Vieira (returning), David McCall 
Year 6: Justine Elliott, Erin McKernan, Jake McIntyre/Nicole Crook  
Specialists: Mike Goodyear (PE), Kate Kuyateh (Music), Jo Goodwin (STEM), Tori Trevorah (Art), 
Melissa Damen (Art/Music), Renee Young (Art), Elizabeth Santucci (Italian –new), Melanie Hunter 
(PLC/Literacy) 
Education Support Team: Kay Thomas (Mini Lit), Kate O’Connell (Wellbeing Counsellor– new), 
Debra Hickingbotham (Librarian), Metissa Withington (Integration), Lauren King (Integration), 
Melissa Hatty (Integration), Melissa French (Integration), Nicole Smyth (Integration), Erin Gray 
(Integration—new), Louise Ralph (Integration—new). 
Office Staff: Ilsa Dahlstrom, Claire Dean & Iris Simpson 
 
Year 6 Resilience Awards  
At tomorrow’s videoed assembly two students will be presented with the Gisborne Primary School’s 
Mary-Anne Thomas 2020 Student Resilience Awards for overcoming challenging learning situations 
and triumphing in the face of adversity.  
 

Angus P challenged himself to complete all 
tasks, especially difficult maths 
problems, attended all class and group 
WebEx sessions and was helpful to his 
classmates. 

Wynta C maintained her strong work ethic 
to complete all literacy, numeracy and 
specialist classes and sustained social 
connections with peers. 

Wishing all our families a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year! 



More Year 6 awards:  
At tomorrow’s Year 6 assembly the following students will receive awards for demonstration of our 
school values and outstanding achievement throughout the year in the following areas: 

 Kasey P - Sustainability 

 Zara L - Art 

 Issy R - Music 

 Chloe B - Sport   

 Taj C - Citizenship 
 
The following awards are for academic achievement throughout the year. 

 Teagan S (6A), Cooper E (6B), Abbey I (6C) Academic Dedication: For students who have worked continuously at 
their personal best throughout the year.  

 Giselle G - Academic Achievement: For students who have demonstrated high growth throughout the year.  

 Claire B - Academic Excellence: For students who have achieved high results throughout the year. 
 
Attendance Awards 

Twenty students in our school followed the motto this year of ‘Every Day Counts’. We have high expectations at GPS 
around attendance because attending school all day, every day helps students to build their learning and maintain strong 
social connections with their friends and teachers. I have noticed in our list of school leaders this year and last year that 
most of them have very good attendance.    

If your child doesn’t feel happy at school the leadership team and their teachers want to know, so that we can support 
them. We will always follow up with students who are having conflict with their friends or a student is bullying them or 
disrespecting them. Remember to encourage your child to tell someone if s/he is sad or upset about anything happening 
in the playground or the classroom.    

Well done to the following students:  

Eleanor H PD, Charlotte M PB, Lachlan F 1C, Harriet R 1B, Ashleigh Mc 2B, Ruby O 2C, Reuben R 2B, Millie T 2D, Charlie CR 
3C, Evan P 3B, Joshua A 4A, Ruby H 4C, Finn T 4A, Ethan A 5C, Gabriel B 5A, Thomas F 5C, Liam H 5C, Benjamin L 5B, Angus 
P 6C, Eli R 6B.   

Assembly, buses and dismissal 
You will receive a link to the recorded assembly tomorrow at around 12:00pm. Year 6s will have their final assembly on 
the oval at 1pm. Year 6 parents and their family members are welcome to attend. There will be an opportunity for all 
students to farewell the Year 6s outside on the oval from 1:20pm before dismissal at 1:30pm. Please note the buses pick 
up at 12:30pm tomorrow.  
 
Reports 
You received your child’s report yesterday via the Parent Portal on Sentral.  As you will be aware, we have focussed on 
literacy and numeracy right to the end of term to provide extra instruction in these areas because of the recent periods of 
remote and flexible delivery.  We have provided a full written report for all curriculum areas in Semester 2  
Reports include: 
·         a personal comment on student participation, engagement and agency in the learning program as well as 
information about their progress in literacy and numeracy; 
·         a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum covered for each class;  
·         student achievement information in the form of a progression point 
·         progress shown from the Semester 2 report, 12 months ago; this is represented by a line between the previous dot 
and the current dot (Foundation students will not have a progress line). 
For some students, the progression points may not show the usual growth from Semester 1 given the limited assessment 
opportunities; teachers were able to provide comprehensive assessments in test conditions during Semester 2.   
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Supports for Parents, Carers and Students over the school Holidays 
Please see the information in the newsletter regarding support for you or your children over the holidays. There are links 
to a range of available support networks who could assist you with your concerns.  
 
Enjoy Christmas with your families and have a safe and restful break. 
 
Julie Soutter 
   



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

End of year gratitude 

Last week our school community donated money towards 

different charities and food items to our local Foodbank. It 

was amazing to give to others in need at this time.  

Thank you very much to everyone for contributing.  

 

A message from Gisborne Foodbank:  

Thank you so much to Gisborne PS families for the continued 

support of the Gisborne Foodbank. We had a busy day on 

Monday packing over 90 hampers for families in need. Thank 

you. Have a great Christmas and New Year.  

 

 

Year 6 graduation 

Our Year 6 students will celebrate the end of Primary School this evening with their 

peers and teachers at their graduation ceremony. We acknowledge the year hasn’t 

been ideal for our students, however, we recognise the hard work, commitment and 

resilience shown by our students over the year. We look forward to seeing the 

students tonight.  

 

 

Staffing 

Thank you to our amazing staff. We are saying farewell to a few staff at the end of this year. Olivia ST, 

Brittany M, Sarah R, Karen M, Liam GK are all moving on to new adventures. We thank them for their 

contributions to GPS and wish them well in the future. We are welcoming new staff in 2021 and look 

forward to having them join our staff in the New Year.  

 

Holiday break 

As the year comes to a close, I wanted to thank the amazing 

families, students and staff for getting to the end. The year 

has given everyone plenty of challenges and we have shown 

determination, resilience and caring towards others through 

this time. The support from our families has been extraordinary 

and the work and dedication from our staff has been 

superior. I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year with their families.  

 

To the families that are moving on from Gisborne PS, I wish 

you all the very best for the future.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone else back again in 2021.  

 

Merry Christmas Everyone. 

 

Regards, Lisa Maxwell 



TEACHERS  VS YEAR 6 STUDENTS  

SOCCER GAME 

 

 

Our teaching staff once again risked their health and hamstrings 
in the annual students versus staff soccer game, running onto the 
pitch to the cheers of an adoring crowd. The students worked 
very hard and planned their teams strategically to push the 
teachers to their limits! It was the closest scoring game over the 
past 3 years, with the teachers narrowly coming out as 
champions with a score of 7 goals to 6. Hamed was best on 
ground, carving up the midfield. Angus P was the best dressed 
kangaroo to ever take the field, and Kale & Archie were our first 
ever dragons to play the game. The teachers almost ran out of 
legs in the dying minutes of the game but managed to hold on 
and claim the championship trophy.  
We have many sore teachers today, but Mrs Scott, who scored 2 
goals, assures us it was worth it!! 



 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC & 
SINGING CLASSES  

@ GPS IN 2021 
 
GPS is offering onsite instrumental 
music lessons next year in piano, 
singing, keyboard or guitar. There are 
limited spaces so please get your 
enrolments in asap. Please contact 
music teacher Kate Kuyateh for 
enrolment forms or further details: 
 
Kate.Kuyateh@education.vic.gov.au 
 
External Providers 
Music Foundations (Keyboard—group 
lessons)  
Wombat Music  (Piano—individual 
lessons)   
Chloe Wilson (Singing) -  
Infinite Sound (Guitar—Group lessons) 
- See flyer attached to this newsletter  

Prep testing and ‘Get-to-know-

you’ interviews will be conducted 

early in the new year.  We will 

send out information to families 

during the week commencing 

25th January about how to book 

your sessions on the Sentral 

Parent Portal.  Portal set up 

information will also be sent to 

new families at this time. 

A lovely message of thanks below from 

the Gisborne Foodbank to our families 

for their generosity. We would also like 

to thank those families who donated 

money to the class charities, all funds 

were most gratefully received. 

mailto:kate.kuyateh@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 10th December, the Year Sixes went to Melton Waves thanks to Bendigo Bank. We were 

there for two hours. In that time, we got to use the wave pool, Tarzan rope, cargo net and the 

inflatable obstacle course. 

We would like to thank the Bendigo Bank for their generosity. We had a great time and enjoyed every 

minute of it. 

Kale and Jakayla – Year 6 students, Gisborne Primary School, 2020. 

As the Grade 6 students celebrate the completion of their primary school years at their Graduation 

event tonight, we would like to congratulate these students on their outstanding efforts at Gisborne 

Primary. 

 

We know this year has been unlike any other and we are very proud of the leadership and resilience 

these students have shown throughout the year. We wish them all every success in their secondary 

settings and beyond. 

 

For some families, this will also mark the end of regular contact with our school and we extend our 

sincerest gratitude for their contribution to our school over the years and hope that they look back 

with fond memories of their children’s experiences at GPS.  

 

We would also like to thank the PFA for their generous contribution of $300 towards making the  

Graduation evening a special night. We hope all the Year 6 students have a wonderful evening. 

 

Year 6 teachers have sent parents a Webex link via Seesaw to view the graduation ceremony tonight. 

Parents are welcome to share this link with family members. 

 

We hope to see parents and family members of our Year 6 students at their special assembly 

tomorrow at 1pm on the school oval.    

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the following students below who received  
a Student of the Week Award last week 

3B — Felicity M 
3B — Luke B 
4A— Billy M 
4A— Sienna C 
4B — Emily M 
4B— Jacob M 
5A— Angus M 
6A— Beth M-T 
6A— Libby G 
6A— Issy R 
6B— Matilda B 

 

PA — Alex L 
PA — Alba B 
PA — Oliver C 
PE — Lachlan M 
PE — Lexi S 
2C— Leah T 
2C— Tanner F-H 
2C— Scarlett R 
3A— Sierra S 
3A— Flynn D 
3A— Owen E 
3B— Bridget C 

STUDENT MEDICATION 
 

Any medication held for Year 6 students or students leaving the school will be sent 
home with students tomorrow.  

 
Any parents wishing to collect student medication that they may require over the 

holidays, or if they wish to wash asthma spacers, etc, can contact the office to have it 
sent home, or they can collect it from the office by 1:30pm tomorrow. 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

Could all parents please ensure that borrowed 

library books are returned to school.  

Particularly our Grade 6 students and those not 

returning to GPS in 2021.  

Invoices for outstanding books have been sent 

home to families today.  

Thank you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS DOCUMENT HYPERLINKS 

 

file:///C:/Users/09309313/Documents/mental-health-schools-wellbeing-support-school-holidays-parents-carers.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09309313/Documents/mental-health-schools-wellbeing-support-school-holidays-parents-carers.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CLICK HERE TO ACCESS DOCUMENT HYPERLINKS 

 

file:///C:/Users/09309313/Documents/mental-health-schools-wellbeing-support-school-holidays-parents-carers.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09309313/Documents/mental-health-schools-wellbeing-support-school-holidays-parents-carers.pdf
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Footy Star Academy  

Pre-Christmas Holiday Program 
 

Footy Star Academy is thrilled to be running a  
Pre-Christmas Holiday Program on  

Monday 21 Dec and Tuesday 22 December in Gisborne.   
Please see below further information.   

 
Venue: Holy Cross Primary School Oval, New Gisborne 
Dates: Monday 21 December  and Tuesday 22 December  
Time: Half and full day bookings are available.  
 
*Half day (9am-12pm OR 1pm-4pm) - $50 
*Full day (9am-4pm) - $90 
 

*Positions are strictly limited. All children must pre-
register before the day.  
 
To register visit: https://bit.ly/FootyGisborne 
 
The Holiday program will be run by Clinton Young, Head 
Coach and 2008 AFL Premiership Player, along with his 
talented team of coaches.  
For a short video providing more information about Footy 
Star Academy, visit: 
 https://rb.gy/aphf6l or call Bec Young (0438 317 641). 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FFootyGisborne%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0dInT9jFdjX17fu-YiMeh6do4nbol-xMplxaQFRi88vWhDPE2g4jDCYQ4&data=04%7C01%7CClaire.dean2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0dfbb3573a7948b6690108d897f1b6a1%7Cd96cb3371
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frb.gy%2Faphf6l&data=04%7C01%7CClaire.dean2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0dfbb3573a7948b6690108d897f1b6a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637426411699997481%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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