
Gisborne Primary School 

15th October 2020 
No.  30 

CHALK TALK 

Diary Dates 
 
 

TERM FOUR: 
OCT 2020 

*17-23rd Oct 
Book Week 
 

*22nd Thurs Oct 
Book Week Dress 
Up Day 
 

*Frid 23rd Oct 
Public Holiday 
(In lieu of AFL 
Grand Final public 
holiday) 
 

NOV 2020 
*Mon 2nd Nov 
Curriculum Day 
(student free day) 
 

Tues 3rd Nov 
Melb Cup Public 
Holiday 
 

*Thurs 5th Nov 
Starting School 
parent workshop 
via Zoom 12-1pm 
Bookings required 
 

*Wed 11th Nov 
School Council 
Meeting 7pm 
 

*Wed-Frid 
25th to 27th Nov 
Grade 4 Camp 
 

*Mon-Wed 
30 Nov to 2 Dec 
Grade 6 Camp 
 
DEC 2020 
*Tues 8th Dec 
State Wide 
Transition Day 
 

*Wed 9th Dec 
School Council 
Meeting 7pm 
 

*Mon/Tues 
14th to 15th Dec 
Grade 2 Camp 
 

*Frid 18th Dec 
Last day Term 4 
Early Dismissal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

School Council  

School Council met last night and we discussed several issues to support families and 
students in the current COVID pandemic and during the building project. Parent 
Payment will not increase next year; this will support families whose financial situation 
has been impacted. We have also been comprehensively looking at our digital 
technologies program and equipment to ensure we purchase the most effective devices 
for our students; we want to ensure students are using technology to enhance their 
learning and that the most appropriate devices are available to do that as needed.  The 
technology payment will increase slightly for each year level however parents no longer 
need to purchase an iPad in Year 5/6. The total cost of the technology payment over 7 
years is less than this fee and students will have access to a range of devices that are 
regularly updated and serviced by our technician over that time.  Our building project 
and playgrounds are also discussed at all our meetings. See information below. 
 

Building Project and Playgrounds Update 
We are currently convening a committee of people to look at the play-spaces around 
the school. This committee will include the principals, Claire Dean (office), Kristy Phillips 
(School Council), teachers and Education Support staff as well as students who are 
always involved in decisions around play ideas. If you would be interested in joining the 
committee please contact me or the office. School Council also provides feedback and 
ideas to represent community views around providing the best school experience for 
our students.    
 

In last week’s newsletter I outlined the playground updates below. I also have a few 
updates to add. Be assured that this is our daily work. We are constantly discussing this 
at school and liaising with the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) to do the 
detailed planning that ensures any equipment installed is safe and the spaces chosen 
are suitable. We have playground and landscape architecture experts coming to look at 
our school site next week and provide an overall plan for us.  This will include spaces for 
our ideas for nature play, cubbies on the retaining wall and “Loose Parts” (playground 
idea from the UK - imagination/critical thinking/teamwork/sustainability) as well as 
playground equipment.  
 

This term the children won’t have all the play equipment they are used to, however 
there are lots of options in other play areas around the school…… the basketball rings, 
spider climbing frame, mud kitchen, sand pit, adventure playground, gaga pits, 
horseshoe and other turf areas with equipment put out by staff at each break, retaining 
wall and lunch time activities indoors. Some of the new play equipment will arrive on 
Monday and the new playground in Fisher St will be open for the students.  
 
PTO>             

THURS 22ND OCT BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY—“Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”  



 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Continued 
By Term 1 next year there will be further play equipment pieces around the school and by Term 3 our new gym will be 
ready for use during class and play times. At the beginning of Term 4, when this $10m project is finalised with the 
completion of the admin building and new classrooms in the old gym, further spaces will be freed up for playground 
equipment and basketball courts.  
Next week, on Wednesday and Thursday before the AFL public holiday, the concrete will be reinstated over the 
trenches at the back of the BER; the following week before the Cup Day long weekend, further concreting will be done 
between the gym and the BER and new lines marked in all of those areas for down ball and other games. 
 
We are actively working with Macedon Ranges Council to release Brantome St for basketball/netball courts next year. 
Other parts of the 5-year Master Plan, including the removal of portables near the oval, will also free up play space in 
the future.  https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/GisbornePrimarySchool.aspx. This site is currently 
being created and updated by the Victorian School Building Authority that oversees this project.  We are working on 
sketches to add to the VSBA website that show the proposed play areas and plans for the new buildings.  
 
The students have told me they are really enjoying the freedom to play on the oval at every break now that we have 

staggered recess and lunch times. Teachers are also providing inside lunch activities (see roster below) and play 

equipment outside on the new turf areas.  

By this time next year, when the project is finished, we will have amazing playgrounds and new buildings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Access to the School Due to Building Works 
Please be aware that the only pedestrian access in Brantome street (the former bus loop) is along the temporary path 
next to the St Brigid’s fence. Please ensure students are not walking on the road. 
 
It is very busy at drop off and pick up times in Howey Street and the top end of Brantome Street. An alternative option 
for drop off and pick up is to park on the north side of Fisher Street where you can do a quick drop off/pick up and 
children can use the school crossing, entering the school behind the Horseshoe classrooms. 
 
Thanks to the whole community for your support during this time. 
 
Julie Soutter. 

https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/GisbornePrimarySchool.aspx


BOOK WEEK 2020  - DRESS UP DAY 22ND OCTOBER 2020  
CURIOUS AND WILD! 

 
Book Week has been rescheduled to the 17

th
 – 23

rd 
of October 2020 with the theme “Curious 

Creatures, Wild Minds”. At Gisborne PS we will be celebrating this prestigious event with a 
dress up day on Thursday 22

nd
 October. We are asking students to come to school on this 

day, dressed up as one of their favourite characters from a book. This could be as simple as 
wearing a mask, wig, hat or even just bringing their favourite book to school. The week will 
have a focus on celebrating a ‘love of literature’ – books, reading, characters, illustrators and 
authors. Our student leaders will also be running various activities in the library for students 
to be involved in.  
 

We are kindly asking students to bring along a gold coin donation on 
the day, which we will be donating to the Indigenous Literacy  
Foundation.  
 

Submitted by Melanie Hunter  
Literacy Leader 

OUR CURRENT PLAY SPACES AT GISBORNE PRIMARY SCHOOL — TERM 4 (2020) 



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
 

 

Planning for 2021 classes 
Later in the term, staff will start the process of working together to 

create classes for 2021. When creating classes, we consider many 

factors to ensure classes are balanced to allow for all students to 

work to the best of their ability in their learning environment.  
 

Students will again be given the opportunity to nominate a few 

friends they would like to be in a class with, however, students and 

parents need to realise that we do everything we possibly can to have students with one of 

their friends. If staff feel that these combinations are not in the students best interest for 

learning, they will not be put together. As you can appreciate with 530 students, it is a 

challenging task and we look for the best outcome for all students and staff.  
 

If you have any parental requests for your child/ren for 2021, please put it in writing and send 

it by email to both myself and Julie Soutter by Friday October 23rd. You must outline the 

educational reasons for your request and any other request will not be accepted. If you sent 

a request in last year, you still need to send a request in for 2021 to demonstrate it is still 

relevant for the following year.  Teachers spend hours creating classes to ensure the best 

combinations for all students and we appreciate you putting trust in our staff when doing so.  
 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Approach (SWPBS) 
As we return to learning onsite, it has come to our attention that we need to revise the 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) approach with our students, outlining the 

expected behaviours at school in the classroom and in the yard. Staff will be going through 

the school values, behaviour matrix and consequences with the students to support the calm 

classroom and interactions with one another when socialising. We have a lunchtime activity 

roster to support the reduced space in the yard and are currently discussing with students 

and staff about alternative options to support students during break times.  Our Wellbeing 

team are currently working together with staff and students on a ‘Whole school values blitz’ 

which will be a focus on acknowledging the expected behaviours in the classroom and 

school yard. Consequences will also be put in place as needed.  
 

Attendance 
It is extremely important that students are at school on time 

each day. We start the school day at 8:55am and expect that 

our students are at school by 8:50am each morning to unpack 

and get prepared for the morning session. Our staff start their 

teaching at 8:55am and if students are late, they miss this 

important learning opportunity. If you could please support 

your child/ren with being at school on time, that would be 

appreciated. It’s also a great learning opportunity for students 

to be responsible and get themselves ready for the day.  
 

Enjoy the weekend.  

Regards, Lisa Maxwell 
 

 

 

 



 

 

October is Dyslexia Awareness Month  

Literacy Learning Specialist’s Message 



NEWS FROM THE FROGS 
ON THEIR WAY TO OUR NEW FROG BOG! 

 

Our Grade 5 students have been hard at work planting new plants out in the new frog bog.  The word 
is out and the frogs are on their way.  Ribbit….. Ribbit 
 

Report from Grade 5A 
Last Wednesday we worked on the Frog Bog and we got to see some tadpoles that Melanie 
(Kitchen / Garden Specialist) brought in. Some of the tadpoles were tiny but two were pretty big 
compared to the others and there was about a hundred of them!  Then we went outside to the Frog 
Bog and Melanie explained what we were doing for the day. After we knew what we were doing we 
grabbed some tools and went off. We needed to remove all the weeds so we could add more plants 
for the frog’s safety. There was a lot of them!   
 

While we were weeding we came across a lot of worms and bugs in the ground. When we finished 
with the weeding we planted a few plants and watered them.  The reason we are doing this is that 
frogs are being swooped by birds every day so we are making a safe place for them to stay and hide. 
 

The frog bog is located next to the B.E.R at the end of the retaining wall. 
Check it out soon when we finish! 
 

By Gabriel B and Josie M 5A   

 
 
 
 





 

Do you have any spare wool to donate to gps? 
 

This term during lunch time play breaks various teachers are running special activities for  
students.   
 
Mrs ST is running a FRIENDSHIP BRACELET MAKING CLUB.   
 
Donations of wool to complete this popular activity would 
be greatly  
appreciated.  
 
Send any donations to school with your children who can 
give it to their teacher who will pass it to Mrs ST. 
 
Yours in friendship!   
Mrs ST 
 

PAYMENTS, PERMISSIONS AND OTHER ITEMS DUE 

PERMISSION & PAYMENTS 
DUE 

AMOUNT DATE DUE 

Grade 4 Camp 
Qkr $60 non-refundable deposit & 

Sentral Online Permission 
Wed 4th Nov 

Grade 4 Camp $205 balance of payment via Qkr Wed 18th Nov 

 

FAMILIES — PLEASE CHECK FOR BOOKS FROM THE LIBRARY THAT 
NEED  RETURNING 

This is a kind message from our library.  I am missing some of my books. I am  
hungry and my shelves are not full. Are some of my books visiting your house?  They might be overdue.   

 

Can you have a really good look around your house for me?  I do like sharing my 
books and sending them out to be read in your houses, but the books miss their home 

in the library too after a while, and want to be returned. 

 
THE BOOK SAID “I WANT TO GET BACK TO MY HOME, THE 

LIBRARY!  I AM FEELING LOST”      

 

2021 TERM INFORMATION 
 

Term 1> Curriculum days 27th and 28th January 2021.  All students commence on 1st February including Preps.  
  Term concludes 27th of  March.  
 

Term 2> 19th April      to  25th June 
 

Term 3> 12th July        to  17th September 
 

Term 4> 4th October   to  17th December 



 

Congratulations to the following students below who received  
a Student of the Week Award in WEEK 1 (Term 4) 

 

PA — Zoe S 
PA — Alex L 
PA — Clark J 
PD — Flynn A 
1A — Angus W 
1B — Mabel E 
1B — Harlow D   
1C — Jun Harry 
1C — Sophie N 

 

2B — Shelby C 
3B — Claire O 
3C —  Noah M 
4A —  Sienna C 
4B — Memphis M 
4C — Finn B 
4C — Bailey N 
5C —  Robbie V  
6C — Oliver Y   
 



Community News 
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