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CHALK TALK 
Diary Dates 

 

TERM ONE: 
MARCH 2019 
 

Thurs 14th Mar 
Division Swimming 
Werribee Outdoor Pool 
 

Fri 15th Mar 
National Day of NO 
Bullying 
 

Monday 18th Mar 
PFA AGM & Meeting 
7.30pm 
 

Thurs 21st Mar 
Harmony Day 
 

Fri 22nd Mar 
Ride2School Day 
 

Tues 26th Mar 
Forensic Science Incursion  
 

Fri 28th Mar 
JSC Fundraiser event 
 

APRIL 2019 
 

Wed 3rd April 
Yr 3-6 House Cross 
Country 
 

Easter Raffle Tickets due 
 

Fri 5th April 
Easter Bunny visits in 
morning…….  
 

Easter raffle drawn at 
assembly 
 

Last Day Term 1 with 
2:30pm dismissal 
 
 

TERM TWO: 
 

APRIL 2019 
 

Mon 22nd April 
Easter Monday Holiday 
 

Tues 23rd April 
Term 2 commences 
 
MAY 2019 
 

Fri 3rd May 
Yr 3-6 House Athletics 
 

Wed 22nd May 
Yr 4 Camp 

MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 

WELLBEING 

Each year across Australia, there is a National Day of 

NO Bullying. Each week as part of our Social,        

Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons, teachers educate 

students about different topics such as bullying,     

social situations, friendships, hygiene and emotions. 

As a result of our SEL approach and extensive       

wellbeing strategies, Gisborne PS students regularly     

participate in activities and lessons that educate   

students on what bullying is and how to deal with  

bullying if it is occurring at school. Our wellbeing counsellor placed a page in the 

newsletter last week differentiating between general behaviours and bullying. 

Please refer to our ‘Raising Concerns’ policy if you have any concerns around   

issues with your child.  

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT 

(SWPBS) 

This year, we have been focusing on positive behaviours 

through our school values. For each 5 values tokens   

received, a child trades in their tokens for a values wrist 

band. Classroom teachers have been discussing our 

school values and what characteristics each value    

represents. Our first recipient received a ‘Caring’ wrist 

band last week. Congratulations to Lyla Claxton for   

displaying the Caring value.  

APPRECIATION 

To continue my series of appreciation of our different 

members across the school community, this week I 

would like to show my appreciation for our many      

parents who contribute to the Gisborne PS community. 

Firstly, thank you to the many parents who support their 

child/ren at home by listening to them read, providing reminders about        

completing homework tasks and ensuring their child is at school each day on 

time. We have families who volunteer at our sporting events and camps, as well 

as our PFA. Parents come in to help out in the classroom, assist in the canteen, 

process our school banking, and support our school at the working bees and 

gardening groups. Lastly, thank you to the families who speak positively about 

Gisborne Primary School and treat staff and other members of the school     

community in a caring and respectful manner.  

Enjoy the rest of your week.  Lisa Maxwell (Assistant Principal) 



News from our Leaders 
Principals’ forum 
Last week Julie Soutter, Lisa Maxwell and I ventured to Bendigo for the first principal’s forum for 2019. This 
forum is a great opportunity for school leaders to participate in professional learning, whilst providing an 
opportunity for school leaders to meet with others in our region and to start their Community of Practice 
(COP). A COP enables us to work with school leaders from different schools within the Macedon Ranges, 
over the course of the year, focusing on an identified point of need. Our COP focus for this year will be how 
teachers use data effectively to drive their weekly planning and what this looks like for all students in the 
classroom.  
 

PLC Link Leader 
Gisborne Primary School was selected to be a Professional Learning Communities (PLC) Link School in 
2019, as we were identified by the region as performing high in our structures and systems to support     
effective teacher collaboration and our capacity to build PLC through a culture of collaboration for student 
improvement. As a PLC Link Leader, part of my role is supporting our teaching staff to moderate common 
student assessment tasks, collect and analyse data, track student growth and use data to plan effectively. 
Teachers also collaborate and visit one another to improve their teaching practices.  
 

Literacy Leader 
This term our teachers have been working on their first inquiry focus for the year, ‘Building Student Agency 
in Reading’. The aim of this goal is to lift the importance of students taking ownership of their learning, 
through the tracking of individual student goals, students knowing the next steps needed to improve their 
reading, home reading and more time on task in the classroom to practise reading strategies and critical 
thinking skills. An important part of this process has been communicating expectations with parents around 
home reading and why this is such a crucial part of your child’s learning.  See diagram below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie Hunter—PLC / Literacy Leader 
 
 
‘I Can’ Statements 
All of our teachers have been working extremely hard during their Team and Curriculum Meetings,  
creating ‘I Can’ statements to reflect the Victorian Curriculum and to support the creation of student 
and parent friendly report outcomes. This is supporting students at Gisborne Primary School in being 
able to work with their class teacher to identify where they are with their learning and to guide them to 
where they need to go next on their learning journey. Students across the school have developed a 
learning goal related to the School Values and are in the process of completing personal goals for 
reading. Please ask your child about their personal goals. This work supports our 2019 work around 
Student Voice and Student Agency.   

Bree Scott—Curriculum Leader 



Gisborne Primary School is excited to be celebrating National Ride2School Day on Friday 22 March 
2019. In the spirit of embracing a healthy and happy start to the day, we encourage all students and their 
families to leave the car at home and give riding, walking, scooting or skating to school a go. National 
Ride2School Day is the perfect opportunity to kick-start new healthy habits and promote the many       
benefits of active transport for our community. If you can’t actively travel the whole way, consider parking 
the car nearby and riding or walking the rest of the way. It’s going to be a wheelie good day and we hope 
to see you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and explore the exciting world of Forensics at your school and become a  
Forensic Scientist for the day. Help to solve the crime and find a missing student! 

 

An exciting and interactive Forensic Science Workshop will be at our school on 26th March 2019 (Term 1, week 9) 
to present a crime scene for you to solve. You will hear the case background and will be able to examine the        

evidence found at the crime scene. Learn the real science that was carried out in the Forensic Laboratories and help 
to solve the crime just like a real Forensic Scientist. Conduct your own investigation with your class to crack the 

case! You will get to do fingerprinting, explore trace evidence with a digital microscope, examine a crime  scene and 
much more! 

 
Make sure you don’t miss out on this unique presentation. Please give permission via the parent portal 

and make payment of $8.00 per student by 21st March 2019. 
 

__  _Jo Goodwin___ 
STEM Teacher 

 
For more information see www.educationinteractive.com.a  

 

MATHS UPDATE—MATHS IN REAL LIFE 
 

This year, our main maths focus area across the school will be developing students' ability to solve real-life worded 
problems. To support this, we have developed a scope and sequence document that outlines the strategies to be 

taught and applied at each year level. Every week, students participate in a problem solving session with their 
classroom teacher to foster these skills. Commencing in Term Two, Maths Olympiad and Maths Games will run in 

this timeslot for selected students in Grades 3-6. Parents are encouraged to support their children's problem    
solving capabilities by exposing them to real-life maths problems at home. These may involve shopping, cooking, 

distance, time and sporting contexts.  If you have any questions or are interested in learning more about this, 
please don’t hesitate to talk directly to us.   

 Cheers, 
From  David McCall and Barb McRae 

Mathematics Leaders 



BIKE SHED 
A reminder for you to make sure you take any bikes or scooters home each day as the bike 

shed locks are continually being damaged by some students through placing sticks in the lock. 

At times, as a result, the bike shed is unable to be locked. Please make sure you take home the 

items each day to avoid any going missing overnight.  

 

 

Sports Report  
 

District Golf 

Dear Parents, 
 
Last Friday, I met with some students who expressed interest in competing at the district golf event on March, 
29th 2019 at Gisborne Golf Club. If there are students who were away Friday, keen golfers and want to be     
involved, please read the information below. 
 
To be eligible to play students must be enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5 or 6 at a School Sport Victoria member school. 
The event consists of three stages: division events, region finals and the state final. 
 
In both the division and region events the students will play 9 holes on a short course. Those who qualify for 
the state final will play 18 holes on a shortened course.  
 
You will need to organise your own transport on the day. 
 

You will need to register your child using the link below. You will also find all the relevant information you need 
using that link. The golf club can organise clubs for your child if he or she doesn’t own a set. Please let me know 
if this is the case asap.  
 

Regards, 
Michael Goodyear (GPS Sports Coordinator) 
 
Link to entry form is  https://www.golfbox.dk/livescoring/tour/?language=2057#/competition/1793645/info 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 
We would like to congratulate Tamara Sullivan, Jarrod Byham and Elyse MacDonald who have filled our positions 
on school council.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing members Rob Duoba, Bryce Tolhurst and Dean 
Elliot.   
 
It has been a busy time with our building projects and everyone’s contribution  on council and support of our 
school is very much appreciated. 
 
 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=uV9RkJtWd1tp8vxR0Uw2NAOry0vb19aXqNNkzbrbA6hXGv9XuaLWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.golfbox.dk%2flivescoring%2ftour%2f%3flanguage%3d2057%23%2fcompetition%2f1793645%2finfo


 

PERFECTIONISM 
Does your child love to have everything perfect?  

Do they like their work to be neat and tidy and start over if  they make a mistake?  
Some people might see these signs of perfectionism as a positive. I’m not here to say 
there aren’t advantages to this behaviour. It is good for a child to take pride in their 

work and like to have particular standards. However, this behaviour can also be 
very problematic.  

 
According to the Centre of Clinical Interventions (2018),  

Perfectionism involves: 
The relentless striving for extremely high standards, that are often unrealistic 

Judging one’s self-worth based on one’s ability to achieve these standards 
Having a negative impact because of setting such high standards but continuing 

to do so despite this 
 

 The issues that surround children demonstrating perfectionist tendencies is that it 
can severely impact their learning development, but also their social and emotional 

wellbeing. By setting such high standards, that are often unrealistic, children can 
fall into the trap of  either a.) avoiding doing work, out of fear of making a mistake 
or not being good enough, or b.) never finishing their work because they repeatedly 
re-do it to make sure it is perfect. This can set them back from learning the content.  
Furthermore, children that set such high standards are at risk of developing greater 
anxiety and stress, due to their unrealistic expectations. This in turn impacts their 

emotional wellbeing which in turn can impact their social wellbeing.  
 

So, what can you do as a parent/caregiver? 
 Encourage giving things a go with less focus on the outcome 

 Discourage avoidance and hold back from doing things for your child 
 Build resilience when things go wrong, by demonstrating your own resilience 

 Help your child find the positive in mistakes 
 

Here are my two key points for children to remember:  
 Mistakes are simply a way in which we learn 

 The only time mistakes are negative are if  we do not learn from them 
 

Alannah Jansz – Student Wellbeing Counsellor 



 

Writers Club  

    2019 
This week we have some of our Year 4, 5 and 6 students commencing work in Writers Club. This club 
meets each week to complete items for a variety of purposes including newsletter items, Gisborne   
Gazette articles, competitions and narrative, persuasive and poetry writing. We have a strong focus on 
writing for a purpose, writing to a brief, effective feedback and enhancing our writing. We were very 
impressed with the quality of writing submitted during the application process and can’t wait to start a 
new year of creativity. Below is a small selection of some of the entries. Enjoy! 
Mrs Hunter and Mrs Milsom 

Here are some of our amazing Writers Club applications: 
All those souls will come creeping 

For they are not dead just sleeping 

Each rock, each tree, each blade of grass 

Seems to have a long forgotten past 

On the surface flowers grow 

But spirits reign deep below 
By Samantha Lisle Year 4  
 

There was once a little boy named Taj and he had a big dream of making it into Writers Club. 
The boy had light brown hair, blue eyes and a personality of joy, love and friendship. He had a 
strong determination to finish his writing piece. He would work on his writing before and after 
school. Taj was a pretty average kid, besides his writing. He was so good at writing, he had 
published 15 books before the age of twelve! To get into Writers Club you had to write    
something short and the teachers would decide who had made it. Taj was so confident with 
his  writing that he was sure he would have made it. It was the day of the announcement. First 
they called on the loud speakers, Jim… Bill… and so on. It was down to the last person and 
Taj hadn’t been called yet! The last name starts to come out, T-O-M. Taj hadn’t made it! All of 
a sudden he wasn’t disappointed. He carried on and said, “Next year’s the one.”  
And guess what… the very next year he made it.  You should never give up on your dreams! 
Taj Collings Year 5  

Examples of amazing sizzling starts from Year 6: 
“You have failed.” Those words are not unfamiliar to me, yet why do I feel so bad? Probably 
because this is not just your average fail, like failing to bake a cake or failing to make a    
bracelet. No, this was much, much worse, because what I failed to do was save a life… 
Sierrah Year 6 

 
Ever read a story about refugees and thought to yourself, “That’s so fake”? Well it’s not. I 
should know, I’ve been through it. I had to face hunger, devastation and worst of all, I felt 
alone and abandoned. I travelled for three weeks without food, family and love. I don’t even 
want to go into why I couldn’t stay where happiness and memories were made. That was a 
decision I could never make.  
Victoria Sanggu Doa-Klik Year 6 



Boater perched upon his head, striped shirt waving in the wind, this was Argus the old gondolier. 
But this was not your ordinary, everyday gondolier. He was (as many called him) the Ferryman 
of the Spirits! But one blustery morning he parked in his shadowed alleyway and saw a ghost of 
someone he had never seen (and he knew everyone in Venice). This ghost paid him and told 
Argus that he wished to go to the green bridge on the edge of town.  
Will Luck Year 6 
 

THE G.P.S SCOOP 

 

GPS HAS HAD A HUGE START TO 2019. THERE HAS BEEN LOTS OF CLANGING AND 
BANGING WITH ALL THE BUILDING WORK HAPPENING AROUND THE SCHOOL. WE ARE 
HAVING NEW PORTABLES INSTALLED UP AND AROUND THE FRONT AND WE ARE ALL 
VERY EXCITED FOR THE END RESULT. WE WILL HAVE BRAND NEW FACILITIES TO 
HELP US LEARN AND GROW. 
 
MARY-ANNE THOMAS (OUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT) VISITED GPS IN FEBRUARY AND 
TURNED THE FIRST SOD WITH THE YEAR 2’s. EVERYONE WAS VERY EXCITED! 
 
ON THE 5/3/19 GPS HAD SCHOOL PHOTO DAY. THE SUN WAS SHINING AND THE BIRDS 
WERE CHIRPING. OUR SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS HELPED RUN 
THE DAY AND I THINK WE CAN ALL AGREE THAT THEY DID A FABULOUS JOB. 
WE PUT ON OUR BEST SMILES AND LOOKED GREAT! 
 

2019 is looking so bright, we better wear shades. 
 

BY IMOGEN WHITAKER Year 6 

More Writers Club 2019…... 

 
 

  

Parents and Friends Association  
PFA Meeting Time 
Remember to save this date and time!  We’re looking forward to seeing lots of new faces, all welcome! 
You can contribute to the PFA on a regular basis, as time permits, or during specific events.  We welcome all types of 
contributions.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PFA Easter Raffle 
Many thanks to those children and families who have already returned their raffle tickets and money!  Great work.  
Easter chocolates are also starting to be dropped off.   
 
There is still time to return raffle tickets and money, as well as donate more chocolate.  Every small donation counts. 
Tickets cost $2 each, a total of $20 for the book.  More tickets are available at the office if you’d like to sell more!   
Sold raffle tickets and chocolate donations are due by Wednesday April 3rd.  The raffle will be drawn on Friday April 5th 
at Assembly.   Good luck! 

 
PFA Meeting:Monday, 

March 18 
7:30pm 

Staffroom  
Administration building 

 

 

Do you have any 2nd hand    
uniform items hanging around 
not being used?   Donate them 

to the PFA.  Items can be 
dropped at the office any time. 

All proceeds to PFA.   
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PERMISSION & PAYMENTS 
DUE 

AMOUNT DATE DUE 

Mathletics  
Prep to Grade 6  

$10 per Child via Qkr   
ALL STUDENTS Preps to Grade 6 

OVERDUE 
Friday 15th Feb 

 Prep to Grade 6  
Essential Education Items   

 
$225 per student via Qkr  

Please refer to your Parent Payment 
Charges Letter for further details 

 

DUE 
Full payment or First 
Term Payment due 

15th March  

Forensic Science Incursion 
$8.00 per student via Qkr + Online 

Permission (parent portal) 
DUE 

Thursday 21st March 

PFA Easter Raffle  Tickets, Money & Donations 
DUE  

Wednesday April 3rd.   
THANK YOU! 

 

PAYMENTS, PERMISSIONS AND OTHER ITEMS DUE 

Canteen News   
  

 

SUSHI 

Sushi continues to be available on a Wednesday only on Qkr.  Please note that Sushi has a separate menu as 
orders for sushi must be made by 12pm on the Monday. 
  

CUT OFF TIMES FOR ORDERING 

All lunch orders must be placed via Qkr.  
 

The Qkr cut off time is 8:00am on Canteen day (Wednesdays and Fridays), and 
12pm Mondays for sushi orders. 
  

VOLUNTEERING IN CANTEEN 

A BIG thank you to our volunteers who have helped in the canteen already this 
term.  Anyone wishing to volunteer in the school canteen requires a valid 
Working With Children Check. Checks for volunteers are free. If you’d like to be 
put on the roster to help on a Friday, please email me at: 
 spiteri.dee.d@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

Thanks Dee Spiteri 

 
 

 

 

CANTEEN  

ROSTER 

Friday 15th 

March 

Friday 22nd 

March 

9am—

11:30am 

Faye Solly   
1 more helper  

Required 

2 helpers     

required 

12:30—

2:30pm 

Megan Weller 

Jayne G  

2 helpers     

required 

 

mailto:spiteri.dee.d@edumail.vic.gov.au


This Saturday from 12pm-2pm at Nexus Way Hair and Beauty, Jack and Tyler Treadwell will be 
hosting their Worlds Greatest Shave Event. Both boys are raising money for the Leukaemia 
Foundation and will be shaving their hair at this event. There will be a BBQ, colouring           
competition, hair braiding and temporary hair spray colouring for all who come down and give a 
gold coin donation on the day. Come down and help the boys reach their fundraising targets and 
have some fun. Stay till the end and see the boys have their heads shaved for this fantastic 
cause. Big thanks go out to Amy at Nexus Way Hair and Beauty who is donating her time and 
salon for this event.  
 

No. 7 Community News 
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