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Did you see 
the brief but 

beautiful 
snow falling 
this week in 
Gisborne… 

 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear families,      
 
Each morning this week, I have been meeting  with the DET Incident Management team at 
region and other principals in our area whose schools are closed due to COVID-19. These 
meetings provide general support and information sharing for our schools. 
 
One of the main messages from our meeting today was that whilst some school closures 
(such as ours), occurred as a result of a very small risk, the DHHS and DET approach to this 
situation is a very thorough and cautious one. School environments are contained and 
controlled and contact tracing is an easier process. The decision for schools to go to remote 
learning is around reducing movement around the community and contact between adults.  
 
The Infectious Clean process has been completed but I have had no further information 
about the contact tracing.  
 
There will be no onsite learning offered tomorrow. I will let you know over the weekend 
when we will be open and onsite learning can be offered. 
 
Remote Learning 
The year level teams have done an amazing job of swinging back into remote and flexible 
learning. Many of them have already been online with their classes and/or providing learning 
for their students. We will again ask you to give feedback to your child’s class teacher about 
the effectiveness of the learning tasks, the ease of following the program and the amount of 
work provided. Of course this varies greatly across each class and some students might want 
more and some families will let the teacher know that they are needing support to complete 
tasks. The teachers will guide you about how to prioritise the work. 
 
Building Project 
Works have started in the grounds and the contractors will be working hard to progress 
things while the students are not onsite.  
 
Year 6 School Leaders 
One of our school captains Sam V, has written the piece on page three of this newsletter for 
all of the students this week. I will be asking all of our Year 6 school leaders to contribute a 
piece around their area of responsibility over the coming six weeks. If you have an idea for 
the newsletter please contact me to organise inclusion in the newsletter. 
 
Warm regards,  
 
Julie Soutter  



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Caring Hearts, Caring Minds, Caring Actions 
School Values 

As we move into Remote Learning, we will all need to think about our school values and displaying the 

key elements of these. Considering these values each day in the way we present ourselves is important 

to ensure we are being considerate of those around us. It is even more important when families are at 

home for longer periods of time without many options of being involved in our usual activities. Our 

focus is on the wellbeing of our families and staff during this challenging time.  

 

Individual Learning Plans (ILP) 

All Individual Learning Plans were sent home by classroom teachers last Friday. These documents are 

created to support selected students with their learning at their point of need. Our aim is to follow these 

ILPs during Remote Learning, however, as you can imagine, our current learning environment may 

require some adjustments to these documents once we return to face-to-face teaching.  

 

Principal’s Day 

Principal’s Day is held tomorrow - Friday August 7th 

Our school Principal, Julie Soutter has been at Gisborne PS for the last few 

years and has made a huge impact since starting in the position. 

Her dedication to the education of students as well as her passion to build 

leadership capacity of her colleagues is evident in all that she does each day.  

We thank Julie for her work and commitment to the role. Even more so 

managing the every-day operations of a school with additional management 

of the building works and Health Pandemic.  

Thank you to the students who have written some pieces about Julie. 

 

Happy Principal’s Day Julie  

  
 

10 words that describe Mrs Soutter from Grade 5  
Caring, 100% amazing, fantastic, nicest person alive, you are very positive and charming and you are 
sympathetic and you are very diplomatic, and you always try your personal best at being the best 
principal in the world!!!! GO MRS SOUTTER!!!!! From Max 5A  
  
Marvellous, astonishing, fantastic, wondrous, remarkable, stunning, compassionate, warm hearted, 
tender and neighbourly. You're the best principal in the world Mrs Soutter! 
Regards Levi Gordon 5A (your favourite class:)  
 

Resilient, passionate, helpful, kind, caring, positive, best principal alive, hardworking, delightful, splendid, 
marvellous ,superb! BEST PRINCIPAL EVER! Kind regards, Monique M 5A  

P.S You are so kind and helpful to every single one of us! 

I think being a Principal would 
be hard because you need to 
look after lots of students and 
keep track of every class and 
each person in the school and 

make right decisions. 
Thank you for being a 

wonderful, kind principal. 
From Abbey, 3A 

It must be hard to be a 
Principal, especially at the 
moment with Covid-19. It’s 

nice when we see you around 
the school as you are always 

happy which makes up happy. 
All the kids in 3A say thank 

you for your hard work. 
From Sierra, 3A 



 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received  
a Student of the Week Award  

 

PA —Angus V 
PA — Alba B 
PB — Ellie P 
PC — Lilah S 
PC — Sebastian F 
PC — Charlotte H 
PD — Xavier W 
PE — Alexis M 
1C — Henry R 
1C — Neve D 
2B —  Tom P 
2B —  Jack M 

 

2D — Emily K 
3A—Harvey F 
3B — Jacob T 
3C — Charlie C-R 
4A — Mackenzie A 
4B— Ramona H  
4B—Maple C 
4B—William L 
4B—Adam H 
5C —  Adam C 
6A — Sunny C 
6B—Edie M 

PRINCIPAL AWARDS WEEK 3 TERM 3: 
 

Congratulations to the following Year 1B students who received the Principal Award for taking 
responsibility for looking after our school grounds: 
 

>Tamsyn R 
>Hunter M 
>Mabel E 

 

Congratulations on your great work.  Thank you! 

MESSAGE TO STUDENTS FROM SCHOOL CAPTAIN SAM V 
Look for the Positives! 
I realise that a lot of people hate quarantine, and remote learning can also be really boring since nobody can see their 
friends and play with them. But while this is happening we need to learn to see the other side of this. Quarantine can 
come with its perks such as being able to manage your own schedule, and choose times to be able to relax after a 
subject or task. As many of you would know we are doing remote learning due to Coronavirus, but if we stay at 
home and respect the restrictions, this means we will be able to get out of remote learning quicker and go back to 
living our normal daily lives. One of the aspects of remote learning though is teaching us to be able to manage work 
loads and plan out our day, which is a crucial skill to be successful in life and live well. So it’s best that we all keep our 
heads up and look for the positives while we experience these tough times again. 
Riddles of the day 
1) What goes at red, but stops at green? 
2) The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I? 
3) What has a head, a tail, is brown, and has no legs? 
 
Answers below! 
Answers: 1- watermelon     2- footsteps  3- a penny 
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